
Wisconsin’s Main Street Shopping Guide  l  July-August 2026

A Wonderful Read: Uplifting, Light, Funny, Refreshing & Positive

Whether You’re  
Relaxing Today Or 
Rushing On To The 
Next Thing, Have A 
Fantastic Summer!



®

The Country Register® 
began in Arizona, in the 
fall of 1988, to provide  
effective, affordable   ad-
vertising for shops, shows, 
and other  experiences  
enjoyed by a kindred  
readership. Since then the 
paper has spread to many 
other areas, all of which 
are listed to the right.  
 
Look for the paper during 
your travels. To receive a 
sample paper from another 
area, mail $5.00 in U.S.A. 
or $6.00 in Canada to that 
area’s editor.  
 
The Country  Register® is 
available at each shop that 
advertises and often at 
other unique locations.  
 
We hope you enjoy this  
bi-monthly publication.  
Please let the advertisers 
know that you saw their 
ads in this edition of   
The Country Register®.

The Country 
Register® Story 
Began In 1988

The Country Register Of Wisconsin

By Scott Hughes 
Publisher 
 
EAU CLAIRE, WI - Yester-

day was a lot of fun. Three 
members of my family went to 
Milwaukee for a Brewers game 
- something we get the opportu-
nity to do once or twice a year. 
Friends of ours have season 
tickets and invite us along every 
baseball season, but this trip was 
to volunteer. 

We worked at a Tailgate 
Party hosted by Explore La 
Crosse, which brings busload 
after busload of La Crosse-area 
Brewers fans in to enjoy a game 
at AmFam Field. 

There were 17 full buses this 

year, and part of our job was to 
set up all of the tables for that 
massive crowd, then make sure 
they had a cold beverage-of-
choice - headlined by that re-
nowned La Crosse malt 
beverage called Old Style.  
There was a really good live 
band, hundreds and hundreds of 
smiling, hungry and thirsty 
baseball fans, and lots of smiles 
and jokes.  

Unfortunately, the Brewers 
lost to the Cleveland Guardians. 
But it was still a memorable day 
spent with people all determined 
to have a great day regardless of 
the game’s outcome.  

We need more of that, don’t 
you think?

A good day spent with smiling Wisconsinites
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 USA 
•Arizona: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 

•California: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 

•Colorado: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570 

•Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 

•Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319 

•Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 

•Idaho: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319 

•Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA 52339, 641-751-2619 

•Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 

•Maryland: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave NE, Ham Lake MN, 55304, 763-754-1661 

•Massachusetts-RI: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 

•Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, Michigan 48603, 989-751-8860 

•Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave NE, Ham Lake MN, 55304, 763-754-1661 

•Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Nevada (N): Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 

•Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 

•New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319 

•New Mexico: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570 

•N. Carolina: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 

•North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157 

•Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319 

•Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PPO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 

•S. Carolina: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 

•South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 

•Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

•West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319 

•Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426 

•Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 

 

CANADA 
•Alberta: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274 

•British Columbia: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274 

•Manitoba: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274 

•Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K4A 5B6 Tel. 613-612-8465 

•Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
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Visit Us On The Web At countryregisterofwisconsin.com

Great Sales & Promotions In Our Favorite Places!

July 

1 ................................Surf’s Up Mega Mystery - River’s Edge Quilt Loft - Hayward 
1 ....................................Crazy Day Sale - The Cotton Thimble - Wisconsin Rapids 
1-3 ....................................America 250 Patriotic Sale - The Paisley Star - Boscobel 
1-13..................Sale After The Sale - Herrschners Outlet & Quilt Shop - Stevens Point 
1-31 ..............................All Iowa Shop Hop - Forest Mills Quilt Shop - Postville, IA 
7 ..........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m. 

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
7-31 ..............................................Christmas In July - The Paisley Star - Boscobel 
9-11 ..............................................Moving Sale - Rachel Ann Quilts - Little Chute 
14 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
17-19....................................Maxwell Street Days - The Duke’s Stash - New Glarus 
18 ......................................................................The Duke’s Stash Vending At  

Cranberry Country Quilt Show - Eagle River 
18 ..................................................The Needle & Quilting Workshop Vending At  

Cranberry Country Quilt Show - Eagle River 
21 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m. 

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
23 ..............................................36th Fly-In Quilt Show By The Lakeside Quilters 

Lourdes Academy - Oshkosh 
28 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
30 ................................Downtown Sidewalk Sale - Barn Door Quilts - Sturgeon Bay 
30 ............................................Six Pack Party - River’s Edge Quilt Loft - Hayward 

 

August 

1................................Hayward Piecemakers Quilt Show - Hayward Wesleyan Church 
3-8 ................33rd Anniversary Celebration - The Cotton Thimble - Wisconsin Rapids 
4 ..........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
7-8 ............................Annual Tent Sale - The Needle & Quilting Workshop - Wausau 

11 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  
The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 

13-15 ..........................................I Love Fabric Days - The Paisley Star - Boscobel 
16 ....................Milton Maker Market & Pork Roast - The Old Junction Mill - Milton 
18 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
25 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
 
 

September 

1 ..........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  
The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 

1-30 ..........................................All Wisconsin Shop Hop - 45+ Stores - Statewide 
2..................................M50 Mini Mystery Day - River’s Edge Quilt Loft - Hayward 
8 ..........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
8-13 ....................Quilters Business Academy - Woodland Ridge Retreat - Menomonie 
10-12 ..............Quilt Kits & Beyond Vending At Great Wisconsin Quilt Show - Madison 
11-12 ..........Yellowstone Art Trail - 9 Locations - Cadott, Boyd & Eastern Lake Wissota  
15 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m. 

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
22 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
29 ........................................................After Hours Facebook Live At 6:00 p.m.  

The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
 

October 

1-31 ..........................................All Wisconsin Shop Hop - 45+ Stores - Statewide 
2-3 ....................................Quilt Fest On The Mississippi - Omni Center - Onalaska 
7-13 ................Fall Warehouse Sale - Herrschners Outlet & Quilt Shop - Stevens Point 
16-18......................Sweet Sixteen Virtual Retreat - River’s Edge Quilt Loft - Hayward

DO YOU WANT TO BRING MORE  
CUSTOMERS AND VISITORS  
TO YOUR SMALL BUSINESS?

Small Business Owners: 
This Is A Great Place To Advertise. 
And It’s Actually, Truly, Delightfully 

Affordable ! 
Just $50 Per Month • 6 Ads Per Year

Place An Ad For Your Business Or Event:  
scott @ countryregisterofwisconsin.com • 715.838.9426
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Visit: Brule, Cushing, Hayward, New Richmond, Port Wing, Siren

Quirky Quilt ShopQuirky Quilt Shop

Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 10-5, Friday & Saturday 10-4

2673 240th Street • Cushing, Wisconsin 54006 • quirkyquiltshop.com • 651-260-7885

Pick Up The Pieces And Make Something Beautiful 
FABRIC •  PRECUTS • 108” WIDE BACKING  

KITS • PATTERNS • BOOKS • ACCESSORIES

LONGARM QUILTING SERVICE

In The Outpost Mall 
24512 WI-35 

Siren, Wisconsin 54872 
612-396-3611 

curator@somethingquilty.com 

www.somethingquilty.com

Open Monday-Saturday 11-4  
Also By Appointment 

612-396-3611 • curator@somethingquilty.com

Burnett County’s  
Finest Quilt Shop
Burnett County’s  
Finest Quilt Shop

Fabric l Kits l Patterns  
Battings l Backings 
Retreats l Notions 
Long Arm Services l Classes

For Our Creative Customers:

Saturday, August 1 • 9:00-4:00 • Free Will Admission

Vendors • Raffle Baskets • Raffle Quilt 
Demos • Quilt Of Valor Presentation 

Gift Boutique • Door Prizes

Visit our Facebook page at @haywardpiecemakersquild • Info: haywardpiecemakers@gmail.com

Hayward Wesleyan Church  
10655 Nyman Ave., Hayward, WI • Handicap Accessible

On-Site Scissor Sharpening

 Hayward Piecemakers Quilt Guild 
2026 Quilt Show “A Quilters Community”

Quilt Entry Deadline: July 13, 2026

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

82980 White Birch Road 
Port Wing, Wisconsin 54865 

Phone: (715) 774-3444 • quiltingupnorth@gmail.com

Hours: Open Wed-Saturday 10-4 • Closed Sunday-Tuesday

Corner Of Highway 13 and White Birch Road

LONG-ARM 
SERVICES 

FABRIC   
NOTIONS 

PATTERNS

tttt

tttt

tttt

Quality Quilt Fabric,  
Yarn, Wool & More  

To Meet Your Creative Needs

Monday 10-7 • Tuesday 10-4 • Wednesday 10-7 
Thursday 10-4 • Friday 10-7 • Saturday 9-3 
Open Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 11-4

1027 N Knowles Avenue 
New Richmond, WI 54017

715-246-7314
alicia@littlepieceofmind.com 
www.littlepieceofmind.com

Store  
Hours: 

Find  
Us On:

A Unique Gallery Of Hand-Blown Glass,  
Stained Glass & Fused Glass Jewelry  

All Made In Oulu.

Oulu Glass GalleryOulu Glass Gallery

North of Beautiful Brule, WI 
1695 W Colby Rd., Brule WI  54820 

Ph: 715-372-4160 

A Little Off The Beaten Path...  
But Worth The Drive.
Open Daily: Mon-Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-5 

Visit Us 24/7 At: www.ouluglassgallery1.com

Enjoy A Walk Through 
Our Teapot Memorial Garden. 

Closed July 3-6 • Reopening July 7, 2026 
Open Tuesday-Friday 10-4 & Sat 10-3 

We Carry More Than 4,000 Bolts Of Fabric 
Two Floors Of Quality Antiques • We Buy Quality Antiques!

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
July 1:         Surf’s Up Mega Mystery, Month-Long Virtual Mystery  
July 30:        Six Pack Party 
Sept. 2:         M50 Mini Mystery Day 
Oct. 16-18:   Sweet Sixteen Virtual Retreat

10103 Wisconsin 27 • Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

www.shopriversedge.com  
715-634-0706 • riveredg@cheqnet.net

By Annie Trunk Show Coming Soon... 
Watch For Dates!
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Visit: www.AllWisconsinShopHop.com

Weeding The Summer Garden
By Kerri Habben Bosman 
 
I weeded our garden this summer morning 

before the swelter of the day snuck in. I 
worked beneath a nicely overcast sky, sur-
rounded by a quiet breeze with the slightest 
hint of rain in it. I migrated from garden bed 
to garden bed, welcoming each arriving 
thought as I listened to the world breathe. 

I talked to the tomatoes and smiled at the 
watermelon. I checked the cucumber plants, 
happy to see that more were growing after 
yesterday’s harvest. I shook my head at the 
plethora of mint, swiping my hand across it 
to bring forth its aroma. I pondered the tiny 
purple flowers on the thyme. I transplanted 
seven pepper plants to a better spot, silently 
apologizing as I uprooted them. I secured 
them gently but firmly into their new place 
and watered them right away with a promise 
to come back soon.  

My husband, Wayne, says it is an act of 
faith to plant a garden. Each winter as our 
seedlings sit in the front window, we eagerly 
await each new stage of their development. 
We plant dormant seeds with prayerful 
hopes, hoping that our care, their environ-
ment and uncontrolled circumstance will 
support their growth into the best plant they 
can be. We rejoice from the first tendrils to 
the last vegetable or flower when autumn is 

coming upon us. We clear out for the last 
months of the year and wait to start all over 
again. 

Much of our summer garden began on a 
winter’s day in January when I brought out 
all the seeds we’d saved from last year. Zin-
nias, marigolds, peppers and tomatoes. The 
beans, carrots, sugar snap peas we had to 
buy. And of course, I bought plants. Except 
for spoiling grandchildren, we are frugal. 
With Scottish and German backgrounds be-
tween us, we cannot escape it. However, 
putting me in a plant nursery in late April 
with a credit card is possibly more danger-
ous than sending a shopaholic to the mall. 
Thankfully, I have a lot of willpower, but 
often something beautiful and new to me 
simply jumps into my cart.  

We bought our cucumber plants from our 
16-year-old grandson, Hunter. He grew 
them in his high school horticulture class 
and then they had a plant sale. Cucumbers 
don’t always grow well here at the coast.  
Because he planted the seeds and nurtured 
them, we especially wanted them to bear 
fruit. Even if it were just one cucumber, his 
efforts would be a success. We are grateful 
to be enjoying many a cucumber salad. 

And, like I said at the beginning of this ar-
ticle, I plucked out the ever-tenacious 
“Pflanzeichwillnichtus.” (This is my very 

own botanical name for a weed. It is a com-
bination of German and Latin, meaning 
“plant that I do not want).  Along the way, I 
made mental notes as to how the plants I do 
want are growing, deadheading as I go. I 
find a bit of irony in weeding, as I meticu-
lously cull a concentrated area, I am also fo-
cusing on the entire garden. I feel the 
surrounding beauty and the grace of being 
alive. This creates a precious cohesion, an 
acceptance of all that is and all that is not.   

Our garden of life these last few years has 
been partially fertilized by loss and sorrow. 
They churned up the soil of who we are and 

these emotions are still breaking down into 
nutrients that will somehow serve us. Yet, 
through it all, we resettled our roots, trusting 
the journey in this strange soil, and we were 
given enough water and enough light to 
grow into a new season.   

Now, I must go to check the transplanted 
peppers, smile at the cucumber plants and 
pause gratefully at the tender, tiny flowers 
of thyme. 

 
Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living 

in Cape Carteret, NC.

Alina Sakhaltuieva Photo
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Visit: Boyd, Cadott, Eastern Lake Wissota, Eau Claire, Menomonie, Osseo

12th Annual Yellowstone Art Trail Set For September 11-12 
The Yellowstone Art Trail is celebrating 

its 12th year! This is a free, self-guided art 
tour consisting of 29 local artists display-
ing and selling artwork in their studios 
and participating businesses. We are for-
tunate to have the historical Yellowstone 
Trail, the transcontinental auto route that 
went right through these communities 
back in 1915-1930, winding its way 
through our towns (currently County 
Highway X), creating the route for the 
Yellowstone “Art” Trail.  

The art trail includes Cadott, Boyd and 
the eastern Lake Wissota area of Chip-
pewa Falls, Wisconsin and is set for Fri-
day and Saturday, September 11-12, 2026 

from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. both days. 
Many dedicated artists call this area of 

Chippewa County their home, with its 
beautiful backdrop of rivers and lakes, 
parks and gardens, country farmland and 
welcoming neighborhoods. The Yellow-
stone Art Trail features artwork for all 
ages and artistic preferences. It showcases 
the fine art and skills of wood craftsmen, 
metal sculptors, stained- and fused-glass 

artists, plus handmade pottery, fiber art, 
fine art drawings and paintings, hand-
made jewelry, gourds, stones, baskets and 
much more.  

The artwork is original and handmade 
and many of the artists give demonstra-
tions, educating the public on their craft. 
Several of them are active in the arts 
within the local community, working with 
adults and youth alike with many projects. 

There are nine art stops included on the 
trail, historical places of interest, specialty 
shops and area restaurants. The Anson 
Methodist Church, the ZCBJ Bohemian 
Lodge, the English Lutheran Church of 
Bateman and the Lafayette Town Hall are 
hosting several guest artists. Tour the his-
torical Bohemian Lodge (plus check out 
their famous kolaches for sale), while tak-

ing in all the artwork.  
In addition to that, five area art studios 

are also on the trail. Brochures with maps 
are available identifying the artists and 
their unique artwork. You can pick one up 
at area businesses in August, from the art-
ists, or view it on our website: www.yel-
lowstonearttrail.blogspot.com or at 
www.facebook.com/yellowstoneartttrail. 

Be sure to scan the QR code on our bro-
chure and online. Each artist will be giv-
ing away one of their creations, so make 
sure to enter your name in a drawing at 
each location. Just grab a few friends, hop 
in your car and follow the bright yellow 
signs and sunflowers dotting the trail! We 
welcome you to experience the arts in our 
area.

John’s Sewing Center 
John L. Webber • Sewman11@att.net

Authorized 
Dealer

Phone 715-834-5252

www.johnsewingcenter.com
2425 Seymour Road • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Professional Factory Trained & Certified  
Sewing Machine Service For 40 Years. 

Service And Parts For All Makes And Models.

Yellowstone Art Trail
FRI. & SAT. SEPTEMBER 11th & 12th  •  9am-5pm 

Cadott, Boyd and Eastern Lake Wissota

Brochures With Maps Available • www.yellowstonearttrail.blogspot.com & On Facebook

Featuring 29 Artists At 9 Locations 
Original, Unique And Affordable Art

FREE Self-Guided Tour - Artist Giveaways

“Kindness Matters”
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 

13712 7th Street •  Osseo, WI 54758 
Phone (715) 864-0742

Find Us On Facebook & Instagram

Shop Online At: www.thequiltingnook.org

Western Wisconsin’s Most Inviting  
Quilt Shop!

Fabrics • Notions • Books • Patterns  
Thread • Batting • Wool  

Hand Embroidery • Clubs • Classes
HOURS: 

Tuesday-Friday 10-4:30  
Saturday 10-3

Info: Dorene Joyce @ 817-995-5740 & Jackie Lehto @ 906-779-5852 
www.quiltingbusinessacademy.com
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Visit: Rice Lake; www.aprimitiveplacemagazine.com

A Cup Of Tea With Lydia - A Milestone Nine-TEA-eth Party
By Lydia E. Harris 
 
Colorful streamers, balloons and 

tablecloths waited to welcome the sen-
ior ladies who met weekly for tea and 
treats in the community room.  

But this time they gathered to cele-
brate my sister Erna’s nine-TEA-eth 
birthday. The rose and gold floral-print 
napkins and paper plates said: “90 Fab-
ulous.” Her three daughters and grand-
son had arrived early to prepare the 
setting. 

 
Tasty Treats 
The buffet table held a delicious 

array of foods, including cranberry brie 
bites, a variety of crackers and a char-
cuterie board loaded with an assort-
ment of cheeses, meats and colorful 
dried fruit. But the main feature was a 
homemade gluten-free, three-layer va-
nilla cake with strawberry cream 
cheese frosting, topped with two large 
candles: a nine and a zero.  

Other treats included homemade 
cranberry nut triangles, chocolate chip 
cookies, jam thumbprints and lemon 
crinkle cookies (see recipe). Oh my, 
what a wonderful tea time with sugar 
and spice and everything nice! 

 
Big Surprise 
Twenty women from the retirement 

community, plus friends and relatives, 
came to honor Erna. But the big sur-
prise was that her oldest daughter and 
grandson had flown from California to 
Michigan to help celebrate this mile-
stone. How I wish I could have flown 
in from Washington State.  

As usual, the women could select a 
teacup and teabag and brew their fa-
vorite tea. But today, wearing her 
crowning tiara, Erna reigned as queen. 

As the ladies sipped their tea, they 
chatted and honored Erna. 

“You are such a blessing.” 
“Thank you for adding fun and 

humor to our retirement community.” 
“You bring the best treats to our gath-

erings.” 
“We love and appreciate you.” 
Erna was all smiles, feeling treasured 

and blessed.  
 
Special Memories 
Later Erna reported by phone, “The 

party was a lot of fun and very spe-
cial!” At her apartment, she was sur-
rounded by the party decorations and 
cherished the memories of a wonderful 
time. 

Young at heart and very talented, my 
sister Erna has had a memorable life 
and has blessed many. She wrote a 
Bible study guide for the book of Acts 
and coauthored a musical, “Who Is My 
Neighbor?” Most recently, in 2025, 
with the help of her daughter Lois, she 
published a book. Strong in her faith 
and wanting to showcase God, “He 
Was Always There: A Book of Stories 
and Miracles,” records events from her 
life, including our father’s miraculous 
release from a Russian prison years be-
fore her birth.  

After coming to America in 1929 
with their two sons, her parents, Nico-
lai and Helena Siemens, added six girls 
to their family. I am blessed to be the 
youngest. Over the years, I’ve enjoyed 
many happy occasions and teatimes 
with my family and friends. 

So how would you celebrate a spe-
cial event or milestone birthday? Ho-
wever you make merry, I recommend 
rejoicing with family and friends over 
a cup of tea! 

 
From Lydia’s Recipe File:  
Lemon Crinkle Cookies 

These are delicious, soft and lemony. 
Ingredients: 
•1 cup granulated sugar 
•½ cup (1 stick) softened butter 
•1 tsp. vanilla extract 
•1 tsp. lemon extract 
•1 Tbsp. lemon zest 
•2 eggs 
•1¾ cups flour 
•1½ tsp. baking powder 
•½ tsp. salt 
•½ cup powdered sugar  
•½ to 1 cup lemon curd, homemade  
or purchased (optional)  
Directions: 
1. In a large bowl, cream together the 

butter and granulated sugar until light 
and fluffy.  

2. Stir in vanilla extract, lemon ex-
tract and lemon zest.  

3. Beat in eggs, one at a time.  
4. Mix together the flour, baking 

powder and salt.  
5. Add the dry ingredients to the 

creamed mixture. Do not overmix. 
6. Cover dough and refrigerate for 

one hour.  
7. Preheat the oven to 350° F.  
8. Shape dough into 1-inch balls and 

roll them in powdered sugar. Place 
them two inches apart on a parchment-
lined cookie sheet.  

9. Bake for 13–15 minutes until 
edges are lightly brown and tops do not 
look wet.  

10. Cool on the cookie sheet for 2 
minutes. Then transfer to a cooling 
rack to cool completely.  

Recipe makes about 3 dozen cookies. 
Variation: For a burst of fresh lemon 

flavor, sandwich two cookies together 
with a teaspoon of lemon curd just be-
fore serving. 

Optional variation: Sandwich two 
cookies together with cream cheese 
frosting. If using cream cheese frost-
ing, store cookies in an airtight con-
tainer in the refrigerator. 

 
Lydia E. Harris enjoys serving tea to 

family and friends. Her books include: 
“Preparing My Heart for Grandpar-
enting,” “In the Kitchen with 
Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories 
Together,” and “GRAND Moments: 
Devotions Inspired by Grandkids.” All 
are available at amazon.com or can be 
ordered through local bookstores. 

Lydia’s sister, Erna

Over 4,000 Bolts Of Fabrics 
Patterns • Books  

Quilting Notions • Gift Items  
Sewing Machines • Classes Offered

234 N. Wilson Ave. 
Rice Lake, WI  

54868

Open: 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday 

9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
& By Appointment

Serving Quilters’ Needs Since 1982

www.busybobbin.com • 715-234-1217
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Age Matters - Only If You’re Counting
By Barbara Kalkis 
 
I was feeling pretty perky about the coun-

try’s 250th anniversary and even planning a 
family gathering until I had a conversation 
with a casual acquaintance. In a somber 
voice, he mentioned that he is old enough to 
remember our country’s 200th anniversary. 
The thought of clearly remembering a major 
event 50 long years ago made him feel old. 
Realizing that I also fondly remembered 
1976, my perky attitude died as quickly as 
a mosquito hit by a bug zapper.   

Rather than dwell on how I’ve spent the 
last 50 years, I decided to consider age in a 
disciplined, logical manner. Difficult to do. 
After all, society is consumed by the ages of 
everyone we know and those we don’t 

know but who are related to those we do 
know. We color our hair to hide the gray. We 
erase wrinkles with magic creams and med-
ical procedures. We work out at fitness clubs 
with gusto and the determination of profes-
sional athletes. Health foods become meal 
staples. Conversations dwell on ways to stay 
healthy, what vitamins to take, how to main-
tain balance, how to be a “super ager,” and 
avoiding unrefrigerated leftover foods that 
create toxic bacteria. (Cooked rice! Who 
knew?) 

Taking a different approach, I took out a 
packet of 1976 quarters I still have. Re-
member them? Yes, you may admit it. A 
colonial patriot is beating a drum; adjacent, 
13 stars representing the colonies encircle a 
flaming torch. Below it are the immortal 

Latin words, “e pluribus unum,” or “from 
many one,” that beautiful concept of a di-
verse population united by love of country. 
The words, “United States of America…
Quarter Dollar” circle the coin’s edge. 
Every essential image packs just under 1-
inch diameter. 

Then I started to consider things older 
than I am. When in doubt, think about crafts. 
My first thought was that stitching things to-
gether had to have occurred on the final day 
in the Garden of Eden. On a more logical 
trend, I remembered spinning fibers and 
weaving linen into clothing and tanning ani-
mal skins into hats, coats, shoes happened 
in our earliest history. Anonymous painters 
like the one of Lascaux, France’s ancient 
caves, covered the walls with vivid like-
nesses of racing horses, deer and bulls.  

In America, weaving, shaping bowls and 
grinding grain were mainstays of natives 
and, later, Pilgrims. Quilting was a man-
datory job to make blankets. Children em-
broidered alphabet samplers with decorative 
stitches. Cooking was required to survive.   

In the late 1800s, astute homemakers 
wrote books that elevated every housewife’s 
tedious role into “craft.” Suddenly, it wasn’t 
just cooking anymore. Authors instructed 
readers how to design nutritious meals, sew 
clothing and decorative items. Most impor-

tantly, the books explained how to create 
budgets and manage household expenses 
under the title of “home economics.”  

With that history in mind, I feel better 
about age. As with all the anonymous 
people who lived in North America or came 
to it, building, creating, designing, invent-
ing, painting, “making do” and doing what 
was necessary to make a home was the start 
of crafting. Folks just didn’t know it then. 
Today we have the luxury of crafting for 
comfort, beauty and celebrating our imagi-
nation to make something beautiful or use-
ful. Crafting is the heart of every national 
anniversary. It’s not about numerical ages 
on a personal or even a national level. It’s 
about ensuring that the age we live in and 
our own stage of life build on the past, cele-
brate the present and gift the future with 
new talents and new perspectives.  

Happy birthday, America! Here’s cheers 
for the next 250 years! 

 
©2026 Barbara Kalkis. Kalkis is a writer, 

teacher and marketing consultant. Her po-
etry book is “Little Ditties for Every Day: A 
Collection of Thoughts in Rhyme and 
Rhythm.” She believes happiness lies in not 
thinking about age — hers or anyone else’s. 

QUILTING & VARIETY STOREQUILTING & VARIETY STOREQUILTING & VARIETY STORE

The Unique Variety Store Located in a Rustic, Country Setting!

Furniture, Rugs, Candles, Signs And Much More! 
Books • Toys • Puzzles • Housewares • Baby Items • Clothing 

Snacks • Honey • Maple Syrup • Candies • Gift Certificates Available 

Open Monday-Friday 8-5•Saturday 8-4 

N14085 Fernwall Ave. - Stanley, WI 54768 - 715-644-3591 
From Stanley, drive East on Hwy 29 to South on Copenhaver, turn E on Cty Rd N (approx 1 mile)  

On the corner of Cty N and Fernwall

Thousands of Bolts of Fabric! Quilts! Kits! 
We have a Great Selection of Fabrics & Sewing Supplies...

New Fabrics 
Arriving  
Weekly!

New Fabrics 
Arriving  
Weekly!

N14347 Fisher Ave., Thorp, WI 54771 
See Our Billboard If You’re Driving From The East!

Email: sandysboltsoffun@gmail.com  
Call For Available Dates Of Our Mobile Unit   

Call Sandy At 715-773-0018  
For Retreat Information 

& Reservations. 
 

We Can Accommodate  
From 4-12 People.

Relax & Stay Over At

Monday-Friday 9-4 • Saturday 9-12 
Phone: 715-773-0018 

A  TIME  TO  RETREAT
110 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771

Our New Location Has  
A Whole New Look  

With Many New Collections  
Arriving Every Week  

We Look “Sew” Different Now: 
Come Check Us Out! Call And Book Your Group Today! 

Check FB For Upcoming Classes 
In The New Classroom 

At Our Quilt Shop

The Woolen Shop

Route 29 & 345th Street • Southwest Corner 
7444 345th St. • Stanley, WI 54768 • e-mail: stormfarm1@yahoo.com

Open Fridays & Saturdays 12-4 • 715-644-5814 or 715-709-0026

WOOLENS
For  

Applique, Rug Hooking 
& Crafts

NEW HOURS
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Back Porch Break - Salon Sagas
By Nancy Parker Brummett 
 
I had my first manicure in a nail salon 

when I was in my late 50s. I only went 
then because my two young granddaugh-
ters were visiting one summer and 
wanted to go. When the woman who an-
swered the phone said she would give 
the girls a “free flower,” I thought that 
was very kind and expected them to 
come home with a long-stemmed rose or 
a carnation but no — it was a daisy 
painted on each small thumbnail. 

That was about 30 years ago, but since 
then I’ve become a semi-regular client at 
several different nail salons. You may 
think that the best “people watching” 
may be found at airports, malls, or ER 
waiting rooms, but I assure you, the 
clientele at nail salons can be most be-
musing and amusing. 

People become very loyal to their nail 
technicians, and I’ve followed my favor-
ite to three different salons as his job 
changed. Along the way, I’ve noticed 
many similarities in terms of clientele at 
the different locations. It always warms 
my heart to see a faithful daughter or 

caregiver bringing in an older woman to 
get a manicure or even more rejuvenat-
ing, a pedicure for her ailing feet and 
hard-to-cut toenails. I also like seeing 
men getting pedicures to make their 
wives happy! 

But you can see some strange things in 
nail salons, too. One time a 40-ish busi-
ness woman was on her phone the entire 
time she was getting her pedicure. She 
also had her laptop open on her lap and 
was conducting business as if she were 

seated behind a mahogany desk in a 
high-rise office building. I actually over-
heard her offering a job to someone. 
They were negotiating salary, vacation 
time, job title, etc., and everyone in the 
salon could follow along with each dis-
cussion point. In the end the fellow on 
the other end of the phone evidently said 
he’d talk to his wife and let her know, so 
we were all left wondering if he took the 
job.  

It’s been a while since I was in the cor-

porate world, but is this the new business 
etiquette? I hope not. 

Keeping up with the life events of 
manicure seekers is entertaining as well. 
You overhear that someone wants bright 
orange because they are headed to Mex-
ico on vacation, or you witness a giggly 
bridal party coming in to get their nails 
done for the wedding. Recently two little 
girls proudly held out their hands to 
show me the ice blue polish they got be-
cause they were to be flower girls in their 
aunt’s upcoming wedding.  

Much of life can be witnessed in a nail 
salon, and seeing those two little girls re-
minded me of two others many years 
ago.  

I guess salon sagas can be sentimental, 
too. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author 

and freelance writer in Colorado 
Springs, CO. Follow her on Facebook, 
Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to 
her blog posts at www.nancyparker-
brummett.com.

312 and 314 1st Avenue • Wausau, WI 
Phone: 715-848-5545 

Monday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-3

Central Wisconsin’s Stitching Headquarters! NEEDLE WORKSHOP 
Hundreds of Needlework Patterns, Fabrics,  

Fibers & Accessories! Stop In Today! 
You’ll Love Our Selection!

QUILTING WORKSHOP 
Thousands of Bolts of Fabric,  

An Outrageous Number of Batiks! 
We Also Carry Moda, Maywood, Asian Prints 

Hand Dyed Wool and More... Join Us At The Eagle River Quilt Show 
July 18, 2026 

Come Save During Our Annual Tent Sale 
August 7-8, 2026
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www.anasewingstudio.com

10% OFF
One Cut Of Fabric  

If You Bring In This Ad As A Coupon!

Your Headquarters For Sew Steady  

Education & Products.  
Join Our Classes! 

Wausau
Check Out Our Expanding Fabric Lines!

225656 Rib Mountain Drive • Wausau, Wisconsin 54401 • (715) 355-1511

Open Monday Through Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4
WE’RE A  

DEALER FOR

SEWING STUDIO

www.sewsmartonline.com 
Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-2 • Sun Closed 

sales@sewsmartonline.com 

715-845-9675

Central & Northern Wisconsin’s Top Rated, Excellence Award Winning Creative Sewing Center!

WAUSAU, WI 

Sew Smart Is A Full Line Quilt Shop:  
We Offer Fabrics, Patterns, Books,  

Notions & Threads, Classes.  
New Fabrics Arriving Daily! 

We Offer Sewing Machine Sales & Service

We Carry Kaffe Fassett, 
Tula Pink & Ruby Star  

Designer Fabrics

227207 Rib Mountain Drive 
Wausau, WI  54401

 BABY LOCK 
BERNINA

 PFAFF 
JANOME

WausauWausau
Come To VisitCome To Visit Wausau is the hub of the central and north-central Wisconsin region with 

a metro population of above 100,000.  It is located between two major  
four-lane highways, Interstate 39 (north and south) and Highway 29  

(east and west). It is also known as "Arts Town USA" due to its  
commitment to the performing arts. 

Wausau is the hub of the central and north-central Wisconsin region with 
a metro population of above 100,000.  It is located between two major  
four-lane highways, Interstate 39 (north and south) and Highway 29  

(east and west). It is also known as "Arts Town USA" due to its  
commitment to the performing arts. 

Yakobchuk Olena Photo
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Become Inspired - Decorating, Entertaining & Living in Early American Style

By Annice Bradley Rockwell 
 
In 2026 with the approach of the 

height of the year, we have so much 
to be proud of. As our nation cele-
brates its 250th year, one of the best 
ways to proclaim our patriotic pride 
is through decorating. Our yards this 
time of year are naturally filled with 
the beauty of green lawns and gar-
dens filled with color. The stands of 
red beebalm that attract the hard-
working hummingbirds are in full 
bloom now. Our blue hydrangeas 
that are always lush and vibrant are 
all part of the backdrop of a spectac-
ular and especially patriotic summer. 

To decorate our porches, gorgeous 
primitive buntings of red, white and 
blue expand our décor and lend his-
toric appeal. Small bicentennial flags 
lined along our fence let people 
know we are truly celebrating our 
nation’s proud history. 

To make our enthusiasm even more 
evident, we might even create his-
torical decorative vignettes that are 
unique and have an even stronger 
colonial appeal. A huge copy of the 
Declaration of Independence paired 
with a Revolutionary cloak and tri-
corn hat can be placed next to an ink-
well with a quill and American flag. 
It’s a way to celebrate freedom and 

to honor history. 
 
Participating in the Past 
Taking part in our town’s 250th 

celebrations will no doubt be a time 
to remember. Whether it is a tour of 
the local museum’s bicentennial col-
lection curated just for this year, or a 
historic home tour designed with 250 
in mind, the activities for this very 
special summer abound. Summer fa-
vorites such as the July 4th parade or 
the quaint shoreline town’s boat 
parade will be received with excep-
tional fanfare and enthusiasm this 
year because this historic milestone 
deserves it. 

 
Spirit of 1776 
So as summer gets into full swing 

and festive events start to gain mo-
mentum, consider taking part and en-
joying the “Spirit of 1776” fun. As 
people who are naturally passionate 
about history, colonial antiques and 
the legacy of our nation’s past, this 
summer is a time to bring our abso-
lute best. 

 
Annice Bradley Rockwell is an edu-

cator and owner of Pomfret An-
tiques. She is currently working on 
her book, “New England Girl.” 
NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

LOCATION 
   1050 Robbins Street 
   Seymour, WI 54165  
STORE HOURS 
   Monday-Friday 
   8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
 
   (920) 833-0555 
 

We carry quality 
products at a  

reasonable price.

DISCOUNT 
EMBROIDERY BLANKS LLC

OUR PRODUCTS:  
Aprons - Adult & Child 
Baby Blanks - Clothes, Bibs & Burp Cloths 
Blankets & Afghans - Adult & Child 
Can & Bottle Coolers - Zippered 
Cubbies & Bearington - Stuffed Animals 
Golf - Towels, Coolers & Golf Head Covers 
Spa Essentials - Robes, Wraps & Slippers 
Totes & Bags - Beach, Insulated & Essential 
Towels - Kitchen & Beach 
Unique Blanks - Garden Flags & Acrylics 
Webbing, Ribbon &  
Key Fob Supplies 
 
...and so much more!

Check Us Out 
On Facebook   

For More  
Information!

FOLLOW US: 
Facebook: DiscountEmbroideryBlanksLLC 
                TheSewphisticatedStitcher

  Shop & See the Difference

A Celebration Of Strength



By Julie Pirtle 
 
Awwww ... summer! The season of no 

school, vacations, ice cream trucks and 
more! However, summer is also the peak 
season for relocating and moving. If you 
find yourself in this group, I’ve got a few 
tips to help make the transition smoother. 

Moving is stressful, whether it’s cross 
country or across town. Thoughtful pack-
ing will make your move-in much easier. 
To prepare yourself ahead of time, you will 
need a lot of self-closing plastic zip bags. 
From snack size to two gallon, these bags 
will be your best friend. 

Get a special tote and mark it, “Hard-
ware/Electronics.” As you disassemble 
items, place the hardware in a zip bag, 
label it with a marker and put it in the tote. 
Other items that should be in this box are 
TV remotes, power cords, extension cords 
and hardware (including wall mounts). 

It’s common to disassemble furniture for 
a move, as it fits so much better in the 
truck. Again, have bags and a marker in 
hand. Put hardware for each piece in its 
own labeled bag. These will also go in the 
tote. When you move into your new home, 
you will know where all the parts and 
pieces are. 

The next tools in your arsenal will be two 
to three different colors of utility tape. I 
like to use red and yellow because they are 
easy to spot. This tape will be used to 

“flag” the boxes that you will need right 
away. There is nothing worse than the first 
night in your new home and you can’t lo-
cate what you need! 

When packing bedding and towels, 
choose a set for each family person and 
place in a large, contractor-grade bag. Seal 
it tightly. Do the same for bed pillows. Put-
ting them in bags before boxing them up 
will ensure they remain fresh and clean. 

Seal the box with packaging tape. Using 
the colored red tape, run it across the top 
and down the two sides of the box. This 
will allow the tape to be easily seen from 
different angles. Label the box accordingly. 

You can also use the bag strategy in your 
kitchen. Utensil drawers, baking utensils, 
storage lids and flatware can all be put into 
their own bags. This will keep them clean 
and easy to unpack. 

While you are in the kitchen, assess what 
you would like/need to have access to on 
your first day of unpacking. The coffee pot, 
a couple of mugs, bowls, plates ... anything 
that would make things easier. These items 
should be packed separately from the rest 
of the kitchen and marked with red tape. 

If your household items are going into 
storage, do not pack any kind of food (with 
the exception of canned food). Even a 
bland box of pasta will attract rodents. It’s 
not worth it. (Yes. I am speaking from ex-
perience!) 

Sometimes a move will take longer than 

planned. That is why it’s very important to 
be prepared, just in case. Here is where the 
yellow tape comes into play. 

Use this tape to signify items that you 
may need while being stored. Yellow items 
should be packed into the storage unit last, 
giving you easy access. 

If you have a file cabinet, go through and 
take out anything you don’t want to lose. 
Licenses, tax information for the current 
year, passports and certificates are items 
that are best kept with you. Purchase a 
multi-pocket, closing accordion file to 
keep them organized and handy. This will 
also be useful for paperwork that comes 
your way in transition. 

Another item to consider placing in the 
front of your storage unit is your tool box. 
You never know what you may need and it 
is frustrating when your tools are not 
readily available. (Again…speaking from 
experience!)  Yellow tape it, my friend. 

On a sentimental side note, if you aren’t 
sure how long your household items will 
be in storage, I would also go to my Christ-
mas décor and pull out stockings and per-
haps a few items that are meaningful to 
your family. A touch of home and familiar-
ity can make a tough situation a bit sweeter. 

Last but not least, while you are packing 
(or preparing for others to do so), PURGE! 
Ask yourself if keeping it is worth unpack-
ing it later. Don’t be the person who con-
stantly asks themselves, “Now why did I 

pack this?” 
Relocating is long and tedious. Take 

deep breaths and keep reminding yourself 
that a new adventure is waiting for you.  

Now grab the tape and those boxes and 
get to it! You’ve got this. I know you do! 

 
Julie Pirtle lives in Eagle Point, Oregon. 

She is a Professional Organizer and 
owner/operator of Clutter Happens. She 
also works with clients nationally through 
video consultations. The Clutter Chal-
lenged can reach her at 
clutterhappens@gmail.com, on Face-
book:/clutterhappens or her website 
www.clutterhappens.com. 
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Clutter Happens - Relocation, Relocation, Relocation

By Nancy Nash 
 
One summer, I helped my father build 

a house. Well, okay, I was only 4 years 
old, so I couldn’t offer much assistance, 
but I think I provided inspiration. Dad 
wanted a home for his family, which in-
volved tons of planning and work, and I 
loved to accompany him to the worksite. 
I believe he relished his children’s ex-
citement and awe as ground was cleared, 
foundation laid, and the house took 
shape.   

As a young man, my father was a car-
penter who took construction jobs in 
summer and sold Christmas trees in early 
winter. It was the tree business that paid 
for the materials to build our house. Dad 
took a course in preparing blueprints, 
and he designed a modest “ranch” house, 
as it was called. It had a cellar, a main 
floor, and porches in front and back. The 
living and dining rooms blended with no 
wall between them. Each had a window, 
so it was good for viewing songbirds in 
the front yard and deer in the back pas-
ture.   

In between whatever other work he 
had, Dad spent hours and days at the site, 
often laboring alone or with the help of 

a relative or other workman.   
One day when I was present, Dad 

took a pan and filled it with cement, 
sand, gravel, and water. He mixed it to-
gether with a triangular-shaped trowel to 
form concrete.  Sometimes he pressed 
the trowel into the gooey substance and 
held it there for a moment. To my sur-
prise, the result bore the shape of an ev-
ergreen tree! Then he pressed the trowel 
down multiple times in different posi-
tions to create an evergreen with over-
lapping branches.  I was amazed and 
delighted. We called it a Christmas tree, 
and he made one each time he filled the 
pan.  After I had admired in turn each 
new work of art, which is what it was to 
me, the trowel smoothed the pattern 
away. I believe the concrete was then 
used to set cinder blocks in place or to 
form the curving sidewalk to our front 
door. 

Some days my brother showed up at 
the work site. As an older sibling, he 
knew more about the world than I did. 
He had heard of a Mount Suribachi in a 
far-off land called Iwo Jima. Upon eye-
ing a huge mound of dirt plowed up by 
heavy equipment, he dubbed it Mount 
Muchibachi. It was perhaps 15 or 20 feet 

high and perfect for climbing. So now 
we had a mountain looming beside our 
house!  I imagine my parents got a 
chuckle out of that!   

Mount Muchibachi, like the ever-
green trees formed in cement, eventually 
vanished. Dad leveled it and smoothed it 
into a patch of soil before we moved in. 
The following spring, he planted a lawn. 
Later, he located large rocks on the 
premises and built a stone wall. One au-
tumn, on a trip to Vermont to buy Christ-
mas trees to sell locally, Dad came across 
a large, dark brown rock laced with 
white quartz. He arranged to acquire it 
and bring it home. It still garners admi-
ration from its place on the lawn. 

The home remains in the family, 

though my parents have both passed 
away. Visitors comment about how well-
made the house is, with thoughtful 
touches and marks of ingenuity. I agree. 
Even better, I feel the comfort of my par-
ents’ love in a deeper way when I am 
there.     

 
©2025 Nancy J. Nash. Nancy is the 

author of “Mama’s Books: An Oregon 
Trail Story,” and “Little Rooster’s 
Christmas Eve,” available on 
amazon.com.  She has a B.A. in English 
composition from Mount Holyoke Col-
lege and an M.F.A. in Writing for Chil-
dren from Simmons College. She can be 
reached at nancynash341@gmail.com.

Julie Pirtle

46509 US Highway 41 • Houghton, MI 49931

www.portagequilthouse.com

906-487-5500

Visit Us For All Your 
Fabric Needs!

Hours: Monday-Friday 10:30-4:00 & Saturday 10:30-3:00

Take A Ride To See Copper Country 
And Stop In To Visit Us!

The Summer My Father Built A House
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A Dairy Tale - The Joy Of Evaporated Milk
By Colleen Gust, Publisher 
The Country Register of  
Manitoba & Saskatchewan 
 
Evaporated milk is a versatile and 

long-lasting dairy product that has been 
a kitchen staple for decades. Known for 
its creamy texture and concentrated fla-
vor, evaporated milk is essentially fresh 
milk with about 60 percent of its water 
content removed. This process results in 
a denser, richer product that can be used 
in a variety of dishes and beverages, of-
fering a unique taste and consistency.  

The production of evaporated milk 
dates back to the 19th century, but it 
gained significant popularity in North 
America during the early 20th century. 
It became a convenient alternative to 
fresh milk, especially in areas where re-
frigeration was not widely available. 

In 2024, the evaporated milk market 
in North America generated approx-
imately USD 1.59 billion in revenue. 
While specific volume data (e.g., liters 
or gallons sold) isn’t readily available, 
the figures indicate a stable and mod-
estly growing market for evaporated 
milk in North America. This growth is 
driven by factors such as the demand 
for shelf-stable dairy products and the 
versatility of evaporated milk in various 
culinary applications. 

During World War II, evaporated milk 
really stepped up as a hero with its long 
shelf life and easy transport. It helped 
provide much-needed nutrition for sol-
diers and civilians alike. Did you hear 
about the milk that couldn't hold its 
water? It evaporated into thin air!  

The process of making evaporated 
milk involves heating fresh milk to re-
move most of its water content. This is 
done under vacuum conditions to pre-
vent scorching and to preserve the nu-
tritional value. After evaporation, the 
milk is homogenized to ensure a smooth 
consistency and then sterilized to ex-

tend its shelf life. This meticulous pro-
cess results in a product that retains 
most of the nutritional benefits of fresh 
milk, including protein, calcium, and 
vitamins A and D.  

Why was the evaporated milk so 
calm? Because it knew how to chill 
under pressure!  

Evaporated milk became popular on 
the prairies for several reasons. One 
major factor was its long shelf life, 
which was crucial in areas where fresh 
dairy products were scarce or difficult 
to obtain regularly. It was also versatile, 
usable in cooking and baking, making 
it valuable for households that needed 
reliable ingredients. Additionally, the 
concentrated form meant it was more 
affordable than fresh milk and could be 
diluted as needed, stretching food budg-
ets further.   

I confess that at present, I have a 
shocking amount of evaporated milk in 
my pantry … the grocery store had flats 
of it on sale, and both my husband and 
I came home with a flat! But that’s the 
great thing about it — it will keep until 
we use it.  

In the kitchen, evaporated milk shines 

in both sweet and savory dishes. It’s a 
key ingredient in delicious desserts like 
butter tarts, flapper pie, and rice pud-
ding, giving them that rich, creamy 
goodness we all love. Plus, it shows up 
in savory dishes like scalloped potatoes, 
creamy soups, and chowders. It’s even 
a wonderful alternative to cream in cof-
fee and tea, adding that nice touch of 
flavor without feeling too heavy! Evap-
orated milk was the go-to for my mom’s 
one cup of coffee per day. 

Back in the day, evaporated milk was 
even used to make homemade baby for-
mula — parents would mix it with 
water and add sugar or corn syrup to 
provide essential nutrients. However, 
nowadays, modern baby formulas are 
specifically designed to cater to infants’ 
needs. 

Today evaporated milk is also used 
for calorie-reduced cooking because it 
provides a creamy texture and rich fla-
vor without the high fat content of 
cream. Compared to cream it has 2 per-
cent fat rather than 18-35 percent fat, 
which contributes to its relatively low 
calories per cup at 170 calories. Heavy 
cream can have 800-plus calories per 
cup.  

Evaporated milk is an economical 
choice for Canadian households. Its 
long shelf life helps reduce food waste, 
and it takes up less storage space than 
gallons of milk. Popular brands like 
Carnation dominate the market, but re-
gional brands also produce locally pro-
duced evaporated milk.  

Though I’ve been milking this oppor-
tunity for all it’s worth, I’ll stop making 
milk jokes now; I think they are getting 
cheesy. 

 
Stroganoff Soup 

This was our supper one night while 
we were putting together the last edition 
of the Country Register. I can vouch 
that it doesn’t take too long to make! 

 
Ingredients: 
•1 Tbsp. butter 
•½ lb. beef top sirloin steak or beef  
tenderloin, cut into thin strips 
•½ cup chopped onion 
•4 cups beef stock 
•¼ cup tomato paste 
•2 cups milk 
•1 can (8 oz.) mushroom stems and  
pieces, drained OR 8 oz./227 g sliced  
fresh mushrooms 
•½ tsp. dried thyme 
•½ tsp. salt 
•1/8 tsp. pepper 
•1/3 cup flour 
•1 can (12 oz/354 mL) evaporated  
milk 
•½ cup sour cream 
•6 oz. uncooked egg noodles or half  
of a 12 oz pkg 
Method: 
In a large saucepan, melt butter over 

medium heat. Add beef and onion; cook 
and stir until beef is almost cooked 
through, 3-5 minutes. In a small bowl, 
whisk ¼ cup of the beef stock and to-
mato paste until blended; stir into 
saucepan. Add rest of stock, milk, 
noodles, mushrooms, bouillon, thyme, 
salt and pepper; bring to a boil and 
simmer 10 minutes or until the noodles 
are tender. 

In a small bowl, whisk flour and evap-
orated milk until smooth. Gradually stir 
into saucepan. Return to a boil; cook 
and stir until thickened, 1-2 minutes. 
Cook until heated through. Top each 
serving with sour cream and, if desired, 
thyme. 
  

Chocolate Cream Pie 
This is a very rich dessert, at least to 

us. It’s like homemade chocolate pud-
ding in a crust! If you’re in a hurry, just 
use a graham wafer crust instead of a 
pie crust. I recommend making the 
recipe first thing in the morning or the 
day before, as it needs time to set. I 
know this because I have an impatient 
husband! 

Ingredients: 
•Dough for single-crust pie 
•1 ½ cups sugar 
•1/3 cup flour 
•3 Tbsps. baking cocoa 
•½ tsp. salt 
•1 ½ cups water 
•1 can (12 oz) evaporated milk 
•5 large egg yolks, lightly beaten 
•½ cup butter 
•1 tsp. vanilla 
•Whipped topping and baking cocoa,  
optional 

Chocolate Cream Pie
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Visit: Sturgeon Bay

Savory Or Sweet, Evaporated Milk Makes Recipes Better

Method: 
On a lightly floured surface, roll dough 

to a 1/8-in.-thick circle; transfer to a 9-in. 
pie plate. Trim to 1/2 in. beyond rim of 
plate; flute edge. Refrigerate 30 minutes. 
Preheat oven to 425°F. 

Line crust with a double thickness of 
foil. Fill with pie weights, dried beans or 
uncooked rice. Bake on a lower oven rack 
until edge is golden brown, 20-25 mi-
nutes. Remove foil and weights; bake 
until bottom is golden brown, 3-6 minutes 
longer. Cool completely on a wire rack. 

In a large saucepan, combine the first 
sugar, flour, cocoa powder, salt, water and 
evaporated milk. Cook and stir over me-
dium-high heat until thickened and 
bubbly, about 6 minutes. Reduce heat; 
cook and stir 4 minutes longer. Remove 
from the heat. Whisk 1 cup hot mixture 
into egg yolks. Return all to the pan; bring 
to a gentle boil, stirring constantly. 

Remove from the heat; stir in butter and 
vanilla. Cool slightly. Pour warm filling 
into crust. Cool for 1 hour. Refrigerate 
until set. If desired, top with whipped 
cream and sprinkle with cocoa to serve. 

 
Old-Fashioned Oat Bread 

This is just plain good bread, with this 
recipe making two loaves. 

Ingredients: 
•1 can (12 oz) evaporated milk 
•½ cup water 
•2 Tbsp. shortening 
•2 cups plus 2 tsps. old-fashioned oats,  
divided 
•1/3 cup packed brown sugar 
•1 ½  tsp. salt 
•1 package (1/4 ounce) active dry yeast  
or 2 ¼ tsps. 
•1 cup warm water (110° to 115°) 
•5 to 5-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
•1 large egg, beaten 
Method: 
In a saucepan over medium heat, bring 

milk, water and shortening to a boil. 
Meanwhile, combine 2 cups oats, brown 
sugar and salt in a bowl. Add milk mix-
ture into dry mixture; let stand until mix-
ture reaches 110°-115°F. In a small bowl, 
dissolve yeast in warm water; add to oat 
mixture. Add 3 cups flour; beat until 
smooth. Add enough remaining flour to 
form a soft dough. 

Turn onto a floured surface; knead until 
smooth and elastic, 6-8 minutes. Place in 
a greased bowl, turning once to grease 
top. Cover and let rise in a warm place 
until doubled, about 1 hour. Punch dough 
down; divide in half. Shape into 2 loaves; 
transfer to greased 8x4-in. loaf pans. 
Cover and let rise until doubled, about 40 
minutes. Preheat oven to 350°F. 

Brush loaves with egg; sprinkle with re-
maining 2 teaspoons oats. Bake until 
golden, 35-40 minutes. Remove from 
pans; cool on wire racks. 

 
Tres Leches Cake 

I like the cake more after it sits for a day, 
and the flavors have time to develop. Note 
that the cake will look a bit dry when 
baked so that it can soak up the milk 
syrup. I also only use half the frosting 
recipe when I make it, as this is a rich 
cake! 

Ingredients: 
•1 cup  flour 
•1 ½ tsp. baking powder 
•¼ tsp. salt 
•5 large eggs 
•1 cup sugar, divided into 3/4 and 1/4  
cups 
•1 tsp. vanilla  
•1/3 cup milk 
Three Milk Syrup 
•1 can (12 oz/354 mL) evaporated milk 
•1 can (9 oz/300 mL) sweetened  
condensed milk 
•1/3 cup heavy whipping cream 
Frosting 
•2 cups whipping cream 
•2 Tbsp. granulated sugar 
•1 cup berries, to garnish, optional 
Method: 
Preheat the oven to 350°F and butter a 

9x13 casserole pan.  
In a large bowl, sift together 1 cup flour, 

1 1/2 tsp baking powder, and 1/4 tsp salt. 
Separate egg whites and yolks into two 
additional bowls. 

Beat egg yolks with 3/4 cup sugar with 
an electric mixer on high speed, until 
yolks are a pale yellow (2 minutes). Stir 
in 1/3 cup milk and 1 tsp vanilla. 

Beat egg whites on high speed until soft 
peaks form (1 minute). With the mixer on, 
pour in remaining 1/4 cup sugar and beat 
on high speed until egg whites are stiff but 
not dry (1 minute). 

Pour egg yolk mixture over the flour 
mixture and combine gently with a spat-
ula. 

Gently fold in egg white mixture with 
the spatula until just combined. Pour 
batter into prepared pan and spread to 
even out the surface and bake at 350˚F for 
30-35 minutes or until a toothpick comes 
out clean. 

Syrup: 
In a large measuring cup (or a bowl with 

a pouring lip), combine the whipping 
cream, evaporated milk and condensed 
milk. When the cake is cool, pierce the 
surface all over with a fork. Slowly driz-
zle the milk mixture over the cake. 

Frosting: 
Pour cold whipping cream and 2 Tbsp 

sugar into a large chilled mixing bowl and 

beat on high speed 1 1/2 to 2 minutes or 
until thick, whipped and spreadable. 
Spread over the cake with a spatula then 
decorate with berries if desired. 

 
Creamy Black Peppercorn Sauce 

We had a steak that we’d bought on 
sale, and it wasn’t the best. Thankfully, I 
was testing this recipe anyway. My hus-
band thought it greatly improved the 
steak! 

Ingredients: 
•Cooking spray 
•2 Tbsp. crushed black peppercorns  
•12 oz. can evaporated milk 
•1 Tbsp. beef stock powder or your  
favorite stock concentrate 

•1 Tbsp. cornstarch 
•2 Tbsp. water 
Roughly crush the peppercorns in a 

plastic bag with a meat tenderizer or rol-
ling pin. 

Spray frying pan with cooking spray (or 
use the same pan you cooked your steak 
in) and heat over medium high heat. Add 
peppercorns and cook for 1 minute to re-
lease flavor. 

Add milk and stock powder, stirring 
until boiling. Reduce heat and simmer. 
Combine cornstarch and water and add to 
sauce, continually stirring for 2 - 3 mi-
nutes, until thickened slightly. 

Continued From Page 12
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Go Take A Ride On A Train!
By Barbara Kalkis 
 
Visiting family used to require enough driv-

ing to make me feel like a crunched-up candy 
wrapper at the end of the trip. I’d pack enough 
clothes and jackets for all four seasons and 
every eventuality, from hiking to yoga class to 
restaurant dining to slouching in front of the 
TV. Intent on filling every space in my car, I 
even packed camping gear: tent, sleeping bag, 
backpack and cookware. (Never can tell if the 
family wants to take an impromptu hike.) Fi-
nally, I’d throw in the necessities: maps, emer-
gency road assistance supplies, snacks, chips, 
water bottles, a stack of CDs and my cell 
phone. Content that every contingency was ad-
dressed, I’d head off for several hours on seem-
ingly always crowded highways. 

The trips included stops at familiar cafes and 

boutique shops along the routes. Although I 
passed through beautiful farm lands, I could 
only glance at the blossoming fruit trees, rip-
ening tomatoes, corn, hops, sunflowers and 
golden wheat. At freeway speed, it was just a 
colorful blur. Occasionally I’d see trains in the 
distance, moving at pace with and then ahead 
of us when traffic slowed. It looked romantic 
and alluring, but I needed my car and all of my 
possessions. 

That changed in one moment on a drive 
home one holiday weekend. Traffic was heavy 
but moving fast. I had just crested a hill and 
was headed into the valley when a small car 
blew a tire. The force of the blowout threw the 
car across three lanes of traffic and spun it 
around, facing into the cascade of speeding ve-
hicles. Miraculously, every traveler in every 
lane hit the brakes and stopped in time. After a 

collective gathering of breath and senses, the 
two young inhabitants exited the car and ran 
safely to the side of the road. It was a game 
changer. 

On my next trip, I decided to try a train ride. 
I figured I’d hate it. After all, how could I get 
along without all my stuff? Downsizing is 
painful, whether it’s a house or a roomy car. 
However, the freeway near-miss incentivized 
me. I packed only essentials in a backpack and 
carry-on. I am now a train loyalist. 

While someone else “drives,” I relax in the 
rolling comfort of a seat on the top level. I have 
high-speed Wi-Fi, so I can catch up on email, 
news and the daily crossword. Best of all, I 
have the luxury of time. I can study every as-
pect of daily life as it floats by. Trains capture 
the endless parade of sights: from smoking in-
dustries, to landfills, to condo villages, to man-
sions, to stunning wild lands, farms, forests, 
waterways and an endless sky. Graffiti “dec-
orates” construction sites, yet the English 
teacher in me admires punchy philosophical 
bits of street wisdom and impressive artistic 
talent displayed in creative — almost three-di-
mensional — lettering that transcends calligra-
phy. Large-scale mural artistry is a real talent!  

As we barrel down the tracks, the conductor 
sounds the whistle in a continuous shrill 

scream. The stopped highway traffic at the 
cross-roads seems like a dream. We pull away 
and continue the blissful rhythm of the rails. 

Driving requires stopping to “stretch.” Plane 
rides are cumbersome. When I want to move 
on the train, I sashay over to the café car. The 
train alone offers us a close-up look at how we 
live our lives, place by place.   

The fabric of America is not in the sky. It is 
on the land. And it is the train that shows us 
who we really are. Don’t take my word for it. 
Go take a ride!  

 
©2026 Barbara Kalkis. Kalkis divides her 

time between consulting, writing, and teaching. 
She’s author of “Little Ditties for Every Day.” 
Contact her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com. 
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Visit: Neenah, Oshkosh 

Food For Thought - Memories of Yesteryear
By Sharon Atkinson 
 
Memories are such an important part of 

life. They ground us like roots of a tree. 
Enjoy the following memories of days gone 
by ... maybe you have some that are simi-
lar! 

 
*Do you remember that on the farm, 

after dinner, when they didn’t have com-
pany, they would have a lay down of half 
an hour before doing dishes or before the 
men went back to whatever they had been 
doing outside? 

 
*Grandma would always call it a receipt, 

instead of a recipe. 
 
*During seeding or harvest, Auntie Doris 

would deliver afternoon lunch to the field. 
Water in a quart sealer, sandwiches of thick 
homemade bread with baby roll cheese, or 
jam or baloney and usually some cookies. 

 
*At Christmas, Grandpa loved the tradi-

tional homemade mincemeat pie. He just 
couldn’t fathom the fact that I didn’t like 
it. I think there was Christmas pudding 
with a sweet sauce offered as well. We 
would also have ribbon candy, nuts, and 
oranges for the afternoon lunch after the 
big turkey dinner.  

Many years before turkey became the 
bird of choice, they used to have a goose 

instead of turkey. 
One particular year, they had a mother 

goose with baby goslings. The little gos-
lings must have met a tragic end as they 
couldn’t be found. They think the baby 
goslings were preyed upon by a skunk be-
cause when Auntie Doris, wearing a black 
skirt, went out to the shed where the car 
was stored, she was attacked by a very 
upset mother goose. 

 
*Auntie Doris did a lot of canning of a 

variety of fruits for the winter months 
ahead. They also canned meat. 

 
*They had a separator that they used 

when they still milked cows. It would be 
set up in the kitchen. Auntie Doris had a 
fondness for buttermilk. I don’t know 
about you, but that was not my thing at all. 
I thought you might as well put melted 
butter in the milk. Not fond of cow’s milk, 
period. We were town kids who were used 
to milk in glass bottles, delivered by a 
milkman and pasteurized. 

 
*Just like the meals that were regi-

mented, they didn’t vary the menu much 
at all. Breakfast: puffed wheat in a big 
plastic bag might be on the kitchen table, 
or eggs or porridge and, of course, toasted 
homemade bread. The toaster had two 
sides that came down for you to insert the 
slices. The homemade bread was so thick 

that they had to prop the sides up as the 
toaster couldn’t accommodate the size of 
the slices. 

 
*They might have bacon at breakfast, but 

when the price of bacon went up, they sub-
stituted fried baloney to go with the eggs. 
Usually, a chicken was roasted on Sunday 
for dinner. The rest of the week was roast 
beef. Supper was always boiled eggs and 
the mashed potatoes leftover from dinner, 
fried in a pan on the old cook stove with 
leftover carrots (if that was the vegetable 
for dinner). Of course, in the summer, they 
had lettuce, radishes, green onions, boiled 
peas or beans, all from the garden. 

 
*No fried chicken, and no french fries 

ever (I still think of you, Ron, and travel-
ling with Uncle Joe overseas with him 
wanting you to request mashed potatoes in 
a fast food restaurant!) 

*The cake was usually a white cake. 
They made two or three kinds of home-
made cookies. No experimenting with new 
recipes or types of food. No pasta, no cab-
bage rolls, no hamburgers, pizza, etc. 
Don’t even think about Chinese food ever 
being partaken of. Grandma usually had 
consommé soup at dinner with a couple of 
slices of carrots floating in the soup. And 
it was always loose tea, not tea bags ever. 
The water was heated up on the cook 
stove. There was never the scent of fresh 
coffee enticingly floating through the air. 

 
*I also remember the root cellar down in 

the coulees where they stored the potatoes 
and carrots, etc. There were sometimes sal-
amanders crawling over the gunny sacks. 
(Salamanders and lizards make sense to 
me. They have legs. Snakes in my book 
don’t qualify!)
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Visit: Waterford

Dips To Delight In
By Meghan Diemel, Editor 
The Country Register of Wisconsin 
 
One of my favorite parts about 

warm summer nights is those kind of 
evenings when no one needs to be fed 
a three-course meal and we each de-
cide to eat what we want. That might 
be a simple sandwich with fresh to-
mato, delicious leftovers from the 
night before, two sticks of string 
cheese (I kid), or in my case—pret-
zels, crackers or chips with dip!  

It’s one of those guilty pleasures 
that seem allowable when it is too hot 
to cook and you’ve spent a long day 
outdoors. Or perhaps you spent too 
much time indoors, and want to sit on 
the deck for the sunset instead, which 
is often how I sit and enjoy my little 
treat after long days of editing and 
writing.  

A nice cocktail or mocktail, my fa-
vorite dip and chips, a nudge for a pet 
from our neighbor kitty, and I’m all 
set! 

I’ve included a couple of our fam-
ily’s favorite dips and spreads, and 
I’ve added more traditional recipes to 
the grouping as well. My Aunt Lois’ 
bean salsa is famous and a staple at 
every family gathering. The bright 
colors of the salsa were always front 
and center at our 4th of July celebra-
tions, their own fireworks show in a 
bowl, and it transports well for boat-
ing afternoons. No visit to Nonny and 
Bop-bop’s (my mom and dad’s  
house) is complete without my dad’s 
ground ham spread. We eat in their 
screened-in garage on the couch or 
around the table, young and old wait-
ing for the magical hour where we’re 
all able to get in their pool. He also 
brings it to every large family gath-
ering — almost always making extra 
for his daughter’s to take back home 
with them when the visit is over.  

We’re very lucky daughters. 
Whatever the days of summer bring 

your way, let the reins loosen a bit on 

the diet talk and enjoy a night of sim-
ple foodie fun. Try one of these dips 
to delight in! 

 
Aunt Lois’ Bean Salsa 

 
Ingredients: 
For the salsa ... 
•1 can of black-eyed peas 
•1 can of pinto beants 
•1 can of shoepeg corn 
•6 small jalepenos, 1 with seeds,  
chopped 
•1 bunch cilantro, chopped (I use  
only the leaves) 
•3 stalks of chopped celery 
•1 red onion, chopped 
•1 red pepper, diced 
•1 orange pepper, diced 
•1 yellow pepper, diced 
For the dressing ... 
•1 cup sugar 
•3/4 cup cider vinegar 
•1/2 cup olive oil (I use the light  
olive oil that is better for taste  
purposes.) 
•1 tsp. salt 
•1 tsp. pepper 
•1 Tbsp. water 
Method: 
Boil dressing ingredients together in 

a heavy sauce pan. Once you hit the 
boiling stage, remove from heat and 
let cool. 

Add the salsa ingredients to a bowl. 
Pour the dressing over the salsa com-
ponents and refrigerate, preferably 
overnight to give the flavors to come 
together. 

 
Dutch’s Famous  

Ground Ham Spread 
This classic, retro-style ground ham 

spread comes together quickly and 
makes a perfect summertime “dip.” 
Every family holiday, from Christmas 
to these beautiful July and August 
days lounging by the pool has the 
ham spread front and center in our 
family. It’s delicious with Ruffle 
chips or spread on a sandwich. 

Ingredients: 
•8 oz. cooked ham, roughly chopped 
•8 oz. cooked corned beef, roughly  
chopped 
•¼ cup sweet pickle relish 
•¼ cup dill (regular) pickle relish 
•1–2 Tbsp. yellow onion, grated or  
finely ground (to taste) 
•½ cup Miracle Whip (add more by  
the tablespoon to reach desired  
creaminess) 
Method: 
Place the chopped ham and corned 

beef into a food processor. Pulse until 
finely ground but not pureed into a 
paste. Transfer to a medium-sized 
mixing bowl.  

Grate or grind the onion using a fine 
grater or food processor. Add the 
sweet relish, dill relish, and ground 
onion together, and then add that mix-
ture to the meat mixture. Stir in the 
Miracle Whip, starting with a ½ cup. 
Mix thoroughly. Add more Miracle 
Whip a little at a time if you prefer a 
wetter, smoother spread. Cover the 
bowl and refrigerate for at least an 
hour, preferably overnight. This al-
lows the flavors to come together. 

 
Fiesta Dip 

 
Ingredients: 
•½ pound white american cheese,  
cubed to help with melting (We use  
Velveeta) 
•¼ cup half and half, more to thin it  
out 
•1 Tbsp. butter 
•1 4 oz can of green chilis 
•1/4 cup cooked corn kernels 
•1/4 cup black beans 
•1 jalapeño, thinly sliced 
•¼ tsp. cumin 
•¼ tsp. garlic salt 
•A pinch of cayenne pepper 
•A few shakes of chili lime  
seasoning (like Tajin) 
Method: 
Place cheese, half and half, and 

butter in a sauce pan over low heat. 
Heat until melted, stirring 

frequently. 
Stir in the green chillis, corn, black 

beans, jalepeno, cumin, garlic salt, the 
cayenne pepper and a few shakes to 
taste of the Tajin or other chili lime 
seasoning. 

Add more half and half if you want 
to thin out the cheese, and then serve 
immediately with your favorite taco 
chip. 

 

Boat Dip 
This recipe became a viral sensation 

last summer, and our pontooning 
parties couldn’t get enough of it.  

Ingredients: 
•1 (16-oz.) container sour cream  
(about 2 cups) 
•1 (10-oz.) can fire-roasted diced  
tomatoes and green chiles (such as  
Rotel), drained 
•1 1 oz. envelope ranch dressing  
mix 
•1 1 oz. envelope low sodium taco  
seasoning mix 
•8 oz. pkg. of shredded white  
cheddar cheese or colby jack (about  
2 cups) 
•Tortilla chips or potato chips, for  
serving. 
Method: 
Stir together sour cream, diced to-

mato and green chili mix, ranch mix, 
taco seasoning, and cheese in a me-
dium bowl. Let sit covered in fridge 
overnight or for at least an hour to 
help flavors meld.  

 
Cheeseburger Dip 

 
Ingredients:  
Base of the dip: 
•1 Tbsp. vegetable oil 
•1 lb. ground sirloin 
•1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce 
•1 tsp. kosher salt 
•1 tsp. ground black pepper 
•12 oz. cream cheese, softened 
•1 8 oz. bag of shredded cheddar  
jack cheese, divided 
•1 cup thinly sliced lettuce, such as  
romaine 
•1/2 cup diced tomato 
•1/4 cup diced red onion 
•1/4 cup chopped dill pickle 
•Kettle-cooked potato chips for  
serving 
For the sauce: 
•1/3 cup mayonnaise 
•1 Tbsp. mustard 
•1 1/2 Tbsp. ketchup 
•1/4 tsp. garlic powder 
•1/4 tsp. onion powder  
•1/4 tsp. smoked paprika 
•1 Tbsp. pickle brine (juice from the  
jar) 
Method: 
Preheat the oven to 375˚F. 
In a medium skillet, heat the oil 

over medium-high heat. Add the 
ground sirloin, Worcestershire, salt, 
and pepper. Cook, breaking the beef 
into small pieces, until lightly 
xxxxxxxx

Creative Spaces Studio 
407 E Main Street • Waterford, Wisconsin 53185 
262-534-9146 • www.creativespacesstudio.net

Quilt Shop 
& Long Arming 

Tuesday-Friday: 10-5 • Saturday: 10-4 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Open 1st Friday Of The Month Until 7:00

Long Arm Stitching Service 
Great Selection of Precuts & Kits 
Fabrics: New Arrivals Monthly

Continued On Page 17
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Summertime Means Chips & Dip On A Deck, Boat Or At The Ball Field!

browned and no longer pink, about six 
minutes. Remove from the heat. 

Spread the cream cheese to fill the bot-
tom of a 10-inch cast-iron skillet or sim-
ilar sized oven-safe vessel. Top with half 
of the shredded cheese, the cooked 
ground beef, and then place the remain-
ing shredded cheese on top. Bake until 
the edges are bubbly, 18 to 20 minutes.  
Let cool slightly, about 10 minutes.   

In a small bowl, stir together the may-
onnaise, mustard, ketchup, garlic and 
onion powders, smoked paprika, and 
pickle brine.   

Top the dip with lettuce, tomato, red 
onion, and pickle. Drizzle the special 
sauce on top. Serve with your chips. 

 
Caramelized Onion Dip 

 
Ingredients: 
•2 Tbsp. butter  
•2 lb. yellow onion, sliced very thin 
•1 Tbsp. balsamic vinegar  
•8 oz. block cream cheese  
•1/2 cup sour cream 
•1/2 cup mayonnaise 
•2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
•1 clove garlic, grated 
•1/2 tsp. kosher salt  
•1/4 tsp. black pepper 
•Potato chips and crackers, for serving 
Method: 
Heat a 12-inch cast-iron skillet or 

heavy bottomed pan (like a Dutch oven) 
over medium heat; add the butter. Once 
the butter is melted and starts to bubble, 
add the onions. Cook over medium heat, 
stirring frequently, for 2 minutes. Reduce 
heat to low and cook, stirring occa-
sionally, until onions are deep golden 
brown, 45 to 50 minutes. Add the bal-
samic vinegar and stir to combine; cook 
2 more minutes.  

Transfer the onions to a plate or bowl 
to help cool completely.  

Beat the cream cheese in a medium 
mixing bowl with an electric mixer on 
medium until smooth. Add the sour 
cream, mayonnaise, Worcestershire 
sauce, garlic, salt, pepper, and reserved 
caramelized onions, stirring until com-
bined. 

Transfer for a serving bowl and serve 
with potato chips and crackers. 

 
Million Dollar Dip  

(aka Neiman Marcus Dip) 
 

Ingredients: 
•1 cup mayonnaise 
•1 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese 
•1/2 cup crispy cooked bacon,  
crumbled 
•1/2 cup green onions, sliced 
•1/2 cup sliced or slivered almonds,  
toasted  
•1/4 tsp. garlic powder  
•Salt and black pepper, to taste 

(You can also blend in 4 oz. of softened 
cream cheese to cut through the mayo 
and make it extra thick.) 

Method: 
In a medium mixing bowl, stir together 

the mayonnaise, cheddar cheese, bacon, 
green onions, almonds, and garlic pow-
der until completely mixed. 

Taste the dip and add salt and pepper 
as needed. Cover tightly and refrigerate 
for at least 1 hour (if not overnight) to let 
the flavors meld. 

Garnish with a few extra toasted al-
monds before serving. Serve cold with a 
butter-based cracker like Ritz or Club, or 
smear on a slice of baguette. 

 
BLT Dip 

 
Ingredients: 
•1 lb. bacon 
•1 cup mayonnaise or Miracle Whip 
•1 cup sour cream 
•2 to 3 Roma tomatoes - diced 
•Shredded iceberg or romaine lettuce  
for topping 
Method: 
Cook the bacon until just browned, 

either in a skillet or in the oven. Remove 
it from the pan or skillet and lay on a 

paper towel-lined plate. 
Whisk together the mayonnaise and 

sour cream. Stir in the tomatoes and 
cooked bacon. Top with shredded lettuce 
and serve with chips or crackers. 

 

BLT Dip

Caramelized Onion Dip
Magone Photo
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Scraps & Crafts - What Could Be Better?
By Deb Heatherly  
 
Summer is a great time to pull out your 

scraps and put them to use! Scraps not only 
make great scrap quilts but fun crafts as 
well. Here are a few ideas for scrap projects 
to make with your grandchildren or other 
young people in your life. You can also do-
nate scraps to a friend teaching a summer 
camp or to someone teaching crafts at 
Bible school.   

For the youngest, cut a variety of colorful 
squares, rectangles and triangles from the 
scraps. Add paper, crayons or colored pen-
cils, ribbon or twine and a glue stick, and 
you have everything you need! These items 
will be like paint to a young artists mind. 

As an added bonus you will be teaching 
about shapes.   Small rectangles can be the 
petals and leaves for a flower. Triangles can 
be the sails of a boat. Small squares can be 
eyes and a rectangle can be a mouth on a 
funny face. The ideas are endless.  

Older children, with a bit more patience, 
might enjoy using small snips in a collage. 
Tiny pieces can be glued to a drawing they 
create or use a coloring book page as the 
backdrop. Color the drawing or page first, 
then glue tiny bits of like colors on the 
page. Provide tweezer to help them care-
fully place the small bits and scissors for 
needed trimming. As a bonus, provide 
them with a small clear Christmas orna-
ment in which they can place leftover bits. 

This ornament will memorialize a fun day. 
Those old enough to use a rotary cutter 

and sewing machine (with supervision of 
course), are sure to love making the pop-
ular “hot dog” pillowcases. If you are not 
familiar with these, just google “hot dog 
pillowcase” for a tutorial. The term comes 
from the technique of rolling up the fabric 
and then pulling it out on one end. When I 
owned my quilt shop, this was always a fa-
vorite project for my kids club. They loved 
making them for themselves and as gifts. 
If you have an embroidery machine, let 
them personalize them! The look of fasci-
nation and delight as they watch the ma-
chine stitch out their name always made me 
smile.  

Another favorite of my kids club was 
anything that lets them play with buttons. 
This mini flag is a perfect project to cele-
brate our country’s 250th. You will need (1) 
6 ½” square of blue, (3) 1 ½” x 7 ½” and 
(2) 1 ½” x 12 ½” strips of red, (2) 1 ½” x 7 
½” and (2) 1 ½” x 12 ½” strips of white. 
Sew the 1 ½” x 7 ½” strips together and 
add to the right of the blue square. Sew the 
12 ½” strips together and add below. Sew 
on buttons in the blue square in any forma-

tion. (I added some white chenille on the 
white strips but that is optional). You can 
make this into a mini quilt or add a back to 
make it into a pillow.   

Summer is for memories and nothing 
could be better than creating those mem-
ories with the younger generation. When 
you take the time to instill the love of cre-
ation, you do more than just use up a few 
scraps, you plant the seed of creativity that 
will last a lifetime. Who knows, the craft 
you teach today could be a craft they will 
pass on for generations to come. 

 
Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative 

Grids® rulers and the author of eight pop-
ular pattern books.  Creative Grids® fans 
are invited to join her Facebook group, 
“Grids Girls,” for tips and inspiration and 
two free mysteries each year. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/770429
649800457/.   

Shop Owners are invited to join her 
group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt 
Shop Owners Only” https://www.face-
book.com/groups/273593657256524.   

Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsn-
quilts.com. 
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Oh, The Place You Will Go!
By Shelby Kottemann 
 
There’s a saying that goes, “Wherever you 

go, there you are.” I learned a lot about those 
words when I went on my first solo vaca-
tion. I’d searched for a small town in a state 
I’d never been to with a quaint downtown 
and an arboretum that was worthy of hiking. 
Northfield, Minnesota fit the bill!  

Upon arrival on a Friday, I realized the 
innkeeper was lonely, so I listened earnestly 
to her story late into the night. I explored 
downtown Saturday morning, but when I 
came back to get my hiking shoes, a melan-
choly guest, traveling for work, walked 
through the door. I stayed back hoping a car-
ing talk might lift her spirits.  

Sunday morning came. I was about to step 
out into the fresh morning air when the inn-
keeper rushed up to me in a panic. “My car 
is in the shop and I have no way to get to 
church. Can you give me a ride?”  

“Of course.” I answered.  
The still-dreary guest asked to come, too.  
“The more the merrier!” I replied.  
Unbeknownst to me, the innkeeper’s 

church was more than an hour drive away. 
The good deed took half my day and half a 

tank of gas by the time I returned. The taga-
long houseguest didn’t like hiking and in-
stead wanted to go out to eat and be brought 
back to rest.  

Now it was Sunday night and I needed to 
go home. I had four long hours to think 
about how little fun I’d had. I hadn’t seen 
the arboretum or even the rest of town! At 
every opportunity, I’d slipped right into my 
habit of putting everyone around me first. 
On my only vacation, nonetheless!  

This isn’t a sad story though — in one of 
the downtown shops, I’d met a warm, wise 
woman with whom I’d shared a long, deep 
conversation. She struck me as one of those 
people who touched others’ lives without re-
alizing it, so it saddened me to hear that she 
struggled with depression. The following 
winter, I sent a Christmas card to her little 
store with a handwritten message inside tell-
ing her how special she is and that she’d 
been the highlight of my trip. I hoped my 
letter would bring her some light.  

In February, I received a response! She’d 
been truly touched by my letter. We ex-
changed phone numbers and we have 
shared long phone calls twice a month for 
five years since! Sharing life’s musings and 

ups and downs, we’ve built a loving friend-
ship that enriches both of our lives beyond 
compare.  

In the beginning that solo vacation may 
have taught me about the burdens of being 
a caring person, but in the end, it showed me 
the everlasting gifts. For better and worse, 
wherever you go, there you are. 

 
Shelby Kottemann is an author, reiki 

master and founder of “Love's Nature LLC” 
for the love of nature and the nature of love. 
Her email is contact@inlovesnature.com. 
To learn more, visit the website www.inlove-
snature.com.
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Writing From Life - Road Trip Season
By Jeanette Lukowski 
 
This might make me sound silly, but 

while many people were spending the 
grey and somewhat gloomy days of Janu-
ary and February packing up and putting 
away the remains of their December holi-
days, I was thinking about where to travel 
during these summer months. 

Perhaps this pattern began when I was 
a child, when my mother would drive us 
the 500-plus miles to visit her parents, 
siblings, and a variety of cousins. If we 
were lucky, we made the drive two times 
a year — for winter holiday weekends, 
and the week-long summer vacation — 
but while the winter drives included my 
father, summers were most often reserved 
for my older sister, my mother, and I. 

When my sister was in high school, 
there were additional drives to explore 
out-of-state colleges added; after my 
sister headed off to college, the summer 
drives naturally shifted more to just me 
and my mother in the car. Life sure looked 
different in the front seat than it had all of 
those years in the back! 

Then, the magical year of holding a 
driver’s permit arrived. What glorious ad-

ventures those 500-plus miles became! 
The open road of interstate highways 
when my mother would drift off into a 
light nap in the passenger seat ... I had 
never felt such freedom. Were those the 
moments when the passion for summer 
road trips was ignited? 

Choosing a career as a teacher was de-
cided by life’s circumstances rather than 
the summer months of “unemployment,” 
but I quickly learned to appreciate them. 
I began by planning little day trips the 
kids and I could take to places like zoos 
or historical farms which provided educa-
tional experiences for visitors; as the chil-
dren got older, I planned other scenic 
drives which included a night or two in 
hotels, adding evening swims in the hotel 
pool to our trips focused on dinosaur digs 
and Girl Scout badge checklists. After my 
mother retired, she would join us as we 
headed to destinations such as Mount 
Rushmore — or job interviews I was of-
fered in other states — but the drive my 
kids and I took to the Grand Canyon was 
part of a weekend birthday-gift-to-myself 
trek. 

It’s impossible for me to calculate all of 
the miles I’ve driven a car because, for 

me, the “prize” has been the scenery I’ve 
seen along the way. Last month, for in-
stance, as my now grown son drove me in 
his car’s passenger seat to my mother’s 
burial (she purchased the plot years before 
her retirement—and sub- sequent move to 
be closer to her grandchildren), what did 
I spy on the inter- state as we neared Mad-
ison, Wisconsin? None other than the 
Oscar Meyer Wienermobile! No kidding. 

As we reached the spring equinox in 
March, my thoughts naturally turned to-

ward this summer’s road-tripping season. 
Where might I go? I admit to feeling a bit 
more apprehensive about driving by my-
self the older I get, but to stay home all 
summer? 

 
©2026 Jeanette Lukowski. Lukowski is 

a mother, grandmother, teacher, and au-
thor who lives in Alexandria, MN. She is 
inspired by the lives of strong women. Her 
email address is: 
writingfromlife@yahoo.com.
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The Importance Of Dreams
By Shelby Kottemann 
 
Dreams are one of the longest standing 

mysteries in the universe. We can dream 
of things in our sleep or we can 
daydream of possibilities for our life. 
Whether night or day, I have come to be-
lieve that dreams hold a power in our 
lives beyond our realization. Here are 
two ideas why ... 

Some nighttime dreams are just an in-
teresting conglomeration of things our 
minds are processing. However, I think 
we’ve all had a dream or two sometime 
that we just knew was more than a 
dream. One of mine came a few years 
ago. Whether you believe in angels or 
not, I had a dream that something from 
heaven told me to pray for my mother. 
When I asked why, I felt a reply of 
“health” and it felt urgent. I asked my 
mother if she had been to the doctor 

lately. She showed me a spot where her 
dermatologist had frozen a mole off her 
arm with liquid nitrogen. I asked her to 
have it checked again. She knew I had 
dreams and feelings, so she went without 
question. The doctor who checked it 
scheduled emergency surgery to remove 
melanoma that had spread so deeply that 
it was within a hair’s distance from her 
lymphatic system. I might still have my 
mom today because she and I trusted a 
dream.  

As for daydreams, I have a theory that 
I would love for you to put to the test. 
When we daydream with a sense of ap-
preciation and joy in our hearts, without 
any expectation, that dream goes out into 
the universe and it comes to us in ex-
traordinary ways. Even small things 
apply. For instance, I thought to myself 
a couple of times, “Wouldn’t it be nice 
to have some soft pink peonies in my 

yard?” I even looked at them in the store, 
but with some big expenses that had 
come up, I just couldn’t justify buying 
flowers. A week later, I was out for a 
walk and stumbled upon a large paper 
bag marked “free peonies.” What are the 
chances of that? Peonies! I looked up 
and said, “Thank you.”  

Starting today, I invite you to trust your 
dreams: your sleeping dreams and your 
daydreams, big and small. Follow your 
instincts. Imagine the possibilities with 
gratefulness and joy. Allow your mind to 
wander and your heart to listen. You just 
might notice that your dreams aren’t so 
fantastical after all. You might find that 
some dreams are truly whispers from 
your soul. 

 
Shelby Kottemann is an author, 

teacher, and empathic reiki therapist. 
She created Loves Nature LLC to help 

others create heart-centered lives. You 
can reach her at contact@inlovesna-
ture.com. Visit her website at www.in-
lovesnature.com.
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Appreciating The Value Of Photo Viewers
By Jay Mark 
 
If you think about it, the collecting craze is 

as much status driven as it is personal satis-
faction. I am sure you have attended auctions 
where two bidders are equally determined to 
own that status symbol — and drive prices to 
unbelievable heights.  

“Mwaaahaahaa!” those types say to them-
selves. “Even though I spent a wad, I got it 
— just so you didn’t get it.” 

For most of my life in antiques, I’ve 
trended toward the things that are less desir-
able, and/or understood. Maybe that, in its 
own way, is about status. Often, I talk about 
things that I prize, only to be greeted by the 
response, “ ... yawn ... That’s nice.” 

Now imagine a “status symbol” that few 
have heard of, let alone pronounce. Take for 
example, Megalethoscope or Le Taxiphote. 
Sounding interesting? I thought not.  

But wait — read on. You might just change 
your mind. And if you have some extra 
bucks, you may feel like starting a new 
“status symbol” collection. 

It all begins with photography. It’s difficult 
to imagine the reaction the first time someone 
saw their exact likeness permanently 
recorded on a copper plate. Kind of like 19th 
century AI. People were stunned.  

Edgar Allan Poe summed it up when he de-
clared the daguerreotype was “The most im-
portant and perhaps the most extraordinary 
triumph of modern science.” 

From the very start, efforts were being 
made to improve the viewing experience of 
photographic images. Not long after the in-
troduction of the daguerreotype in 1836, a 
stereoscopic version was developed.  

All along, there was a strong desire to see 
enlarged photographs. Various stereoscopic 
viewers allowed images to be magnified and 
be seen in 3-D, another important novelty.  

By the 1860s, singular, hard-cased images 
like daguerreotypes and ambrotypes were 

being replaced by less expensive paper-
printed photographs, allowing for new inno-
vations. 

In 1860, along comes Carlo Ponti, a Swiss-
born optician, photographer and publisher of 
stereo views. His first invention was the ale-
thoscope, a novel single lens viewer that 
added another dimension to the stereoscopic 
experience. Ponti’s images were printed on 
thin albumen paper, then hand-colored and 
often pin-pricked with small holes for cre-
ating sparkling light night images. They pro-
duced a strong three-dimensional effect from 
just a two-dimensional single image. 

Two years after the introduction of the ale-
thoscope, Ponti patented a larger format 
viewer he called the megalethoscope (large 
lens viewer). The approximately 9-by-13-

inch images could transform from day to 
night via reflected or transmitted light that 
gave a stunning impression of reality. 

The large, impressive megalethoscope cab-
inet was an often elaborately ornamented, 
decorative parlor piece, mostly purchased as 
a “status symbol.”  

The megalethoscope remained popular into 
the 1890s. By the turn of the 20th century, 
tastes were changing. Technology was further 
improving how best to view images, relegat-
ing this once important status symbol into a 
relic of the past.  

Le taxiphote, “cabinet stereoscopic viewer” 
in translation, was a later luxury device de-
veloped in France by Jules Richard, who 
grew up in a family that manufactured optical 
and measuring instruments. (Another status 
symbol?) 

In 1893 he patented the verascope, a “min-
iature” stereo camera that used glass plates 
smaller than the conventional stereo formats 
of the day.  

That led to the patent of Le Taxiphote in 
1899, a highly complex tabletop viewer for 
the “paper thin,” very fragile verascope glass 
slides. The plates were held in a Bakelite tray 
that was inserted into the viewer. The trays 
could be stored in an optional cabinet.  

Using the verascope, amateur photogra-
phers could record their lives in stereo. In ad-
dition, much like paper stereoscope views, 
owners could purchase commercially pro-
duced views of international locations and 
other activities of interest.  

Because of the complexity of the operating 
mechanism, expensive cabinetry, delicate 
glass plates and maybe the Great Depression 
Le Taxiphote had a relatively short lifespan 

of about 35 years.  
So, there you have it. Two mostly unpro-

nounceable photographic viewing instru-
ments, that I guarantee will be a status 
symbol in your home. I am sure that none of 
your friends will have one.  

Of course, cost is an important considera-
tion. Status symbols don’t come cheap.   

Both viewers are relatively scarce. For a 
megalethoscope, depending on elaborateness, 
expect to pay $1000 to $3000. One recently 
sold at Christies for (gulp) nearly $10,000. 
The fragile unique views for the device will 
run another $200 to $300 each. 

Taxiphotes are a bit less expensive, ranging 
between $700 and $1,500. A recent check of 
eBay showed listings for the delicate glass 
slides. A dozen for $30. If you want the ver-
ascope camera too, they are generally under 
$200. Finding the glass plates is up to you.  

Finally, with books lacking, an exhaustive 
source of information and histories of the 
megalethoscope and Le Taxiphote is through 
a Google search.  

When you acquire one or both, invite me 
over. I promise to admire your status sym-
bols.  

 
©2025 Jay Mark. Virtually an antique him-

self, or maybe a collectible, Jay Mark, has 
more than a half-century experience in the 
antiques business. He owns Those Were The 
Days!, an online specialty bookstore. A rec-
ognized historian, he also teaches, lectures 
and frequently writes about antiques and his-
tory. Reach him at jaymark@gmail.com.  

 

Le Taxiphote stereoscopic viewer was in pat-
ented in France in 1899 by Jules Richard. The 
highly complex device used small, paper-thin 
glass slides protected in Bakelite trays.  

A Quaint Quilt Store 

With So Much More!

608-326-4371
Hours: Thurs & Fri 10-5 • Saturday 10-4 • Closed Sunday216 N. Marquette Road

Prairie du Chien, WI

Fabric • Books • Patterns • Jelly Rolls 
 Charm Packs • Unique Gifts & More!

Follow Us On Facebook

Hours:  
Tuesday-Friday 10-5 

Saturday 10-4

608-375-2556 
903 Elm St. • Boscobel, WI 53805 

www.thepaisleystar.com

Traditional, rustic, and vintage fabric, decor, and gifts.  
Discount for quilting for charity: Quilts of Valor,  
Sugar Creek, & more.  Paisley Star original patterns.

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 1st-3rd: America 250 Patriotic Sale (Quilting, Decor) 
July 4th: Celebration In Boscobel: Parade, Funfest, Fireworks.  
             Shop Is Closed For The Fourth. 
July 7th-31st: Christmas In July (Quilting, Decor & Gifts) 
Aug 13th-15th: I Love Fabric Days (Quilting)

pickettfencequiltshop.com

Be Inspired By Our Abundance Of Samples!  
3000+ Bolts To Get Your Creative Juices Flowing &  

70+ Delicious Bulk Chocolates For You To Enjoy!

Follow Us! 

100 W Blackhawk Ave.  
Prairie du Chien, WI 

608.326.4593

Closed Mondays 
Open Tues-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-4      

& Sunday 12-4  
Starting May 17th

Facebook Live Events: 
‘After Hours  

At The  
Pickett Fence’ 

Tuesday Evenings 6:00 p.m.

FOREST MILLS QUILT SHOPFOREST MILLS QUILT SHOP
650 Forest Mills Rd • Postville, Iowa 52162  • 563.568.3807  

(County Road X16 - Between Waukon & Luana) 
 www.forestmillsquilts.com • forestmillsquilts@gmail.com

Regular Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-5

All Iowa Shop Hop 
Come See Us • June 1-July 31 

Open On Sunday, July 12 From 11-4

Hop On 

Down For  

A Fun 
Visit & 
Save!
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Prescription For Adventure - The Unopened Box I Moved for 35 Years 
By Naomi Gaede-Penner 
 
“I thought Mom saved only three years 

of letters — just the ones from CBA,” I 
said to myself with surprise when I pried 
off the mailing tape and opened the large 
cardboard box. There, carefully organ-
ized, were 12 years’ worth of letters! 
Most of them were written in a 5-point 
scribbled cursive font. The ones in pencil 
were nearly faded beyond recognition.  I 
was dumbfounded! What should I do 
with these now historical documents? To 
try to read the tiny writing was daunting.  

The letters started when I was at Corn 
Bible Academy, a Mennonite boarding 
school in Oklahoma, where my parents 
had sent me from Alaska. I’d been trans-
planted from green moss beneath my feet 
to red Oklahoma dirt. From 40-below-
zero to a humid 100 degrees — with 
wind.  Climate shock. Culture shock. I ar-
rived with shoulder-length hair and no-
ticed the girls wore short bouffant styles 
with spit curls taped onto their cheeks 
overnight. Dorm and school rules about 
early curfews and strict dress codes for 
evening study hall seemed ridiculous. 
Homesick? Yes. Adapting? Yes. My non-
stop involvement pulled me through my 
tears: new friendships, traveling in the 
back of station wagons to choir programs 
around the state, playing in the pep band, 
wildly cheering on the basketball team, 
clinging to motorcycles, and feeling the 
thrill and chaos of the state fair with dou-
ble Ferris wheels.  

Next, the letters came from Tabor Col-
lege in Kansas, where I made college his-
tory as one of 14 Gaede (GAY-dee) 
cousins, the most cousins of any family 
in one year, and where one cousin would 
be the man I’d marry.  

Postcards added to the letters I’d 
written when I took off a semester and 
traveled to Germany with two friends for 
a work program. Afterwards, we caught 
the Euro Rail and city buses to explore 
with the popular guide of the 1960s, “Eu-
rope on Five Dollars a Day”: Eiffel 
Tower, Munich Glockenspiel, pom frites 
(thick French fries), skiing on the icy 
Zugspitze.  

My husband-to-be had transferred to 
the Civil Engineering program at Col-
orado State University and pleaded for 

me to return. I did. We married, acquired 
a hibachi, like everyone else, and brushed 
orange and gold paint on planter boxes 
for vegetables and on concrete blocks to 
hold 2-x-10-inch lumber for bookshelves. 
I enthusiastically sewed men’s ties, cut on 
the bias, for every male family member. 
My bicycle transported me to the junior 
high school where I student-taught the 
Odyssey to an unruly group of students.  

After graduating, we purchased a tri-
level house on the east side of Denver for 
$26,000, which was $1,000 less than 
buying on the west side, closer to the 
mountains. The modern orange shag car-
pet and Harvest Gold appliances thrilled 
me immensely. In the saved letters, I 
found samples of gold paisley fabric for 
the pinch-pleated-lined drapes and 
matching reupholstered hide-a-bed I’d 
sewn, along with swatches for maternity 
smocks. Marrying a Gaede cousin ampli-
fied the genetic defect I carried, and our 
first child had club feet. As I read about 
the shortages during that time, I thought 
of the COVID era, though the absence 
was not toilet paper, but potatoes, 
chicken, raisins, antifreeze, and steel for 
construction. The 1973 gas embargo led 
to rationing and price spikes, from 39 
cents a gallon to 43 cents.  Meanwhile, 
amazing indoor shopping malls sprang up 
around the city.  

Two years later, we sold our house for 

$34,000 and purchased a house on the 
west side for $45,000, nearer to our 
church and family members. We added a 
second child to our family, and like his 
sister, he, too, had club feet. We spent 
hours planting an enormous garden and 
fruit trees, and I pureed pumpkin to 
freeze for future pies and bread. Sadly, 
for me, the large playhouse my husband 
built did not have idyllic red-checked cur-
tains and flower boxes, but instead kept 
our son busy pounding nails into it, with 
the zeal of his commercial contractor 
father. In addition to being a “mountain” 
for the children, the backyard hill became 
a cemetery for pet hamsters, guinea pigs, 
and rabbits. The daily squares on our wall 
calendar filled quickly with dinner and 
overnight guests, Bible studies, Backyard 
Bible Clubs for children, swimming les-
sons, trips to the zoo, and Family Camp. 
A Chevy Vega filled our garage.  

Thus ended the letters; yet, aside from 
a wedding album, baby books, and photo 
albums, I now had 12 years of details 
from letters written home at least twice 
weekly.  

I typed up summaries and scanned pho-
tos; CBA demerit notifications run off on 
half-sheets of purple mimeographed 
paper; news articles; my children’s clever 
birth announcements; and floor plans, 
and put these into Word Document 
folders. The folders arrived methodically 
in my daughter’s inbox. She was aston-
ished, curious, and eager to read about 
her parents’ courtship and about her birth 
and early years.   

In April 2026, I flew to Oklahoma City 
to visit lifelong friends from CBA. In our 

class of 16, five of us girls had been wid-
owed, and two classmates had died. We 
perused stacks of photos from “back 
then” and enjoyed lunch at Corn Café, 
which had once been Tena’s, where we’d 
sipped chocolate Dr. Pepper and cherry 
Coke fountain drinks. As we nibbled on 
hamburgers, we giggled. “We need to 
drive past the girls’ dorm,” I urged. The 
old white house had become someone’s 
residence. I wondered why it hadn’t been 
condemned. Decades before, the sink and 
bathtub in the one bathroom for eight to 
12 girls were chronically plugged, and at 
times, there was no hot water. In the 
crowded rooms, we had shared double 
beds or slept in bunks.  

My CBA friendships were as rich and 
as valued as the treasures I’d found in the 
box, which had been shuffled among six 
houses and over 35 years. Little did my 
mother know how much those tucked-
away letters would mean to me. Bless 
you, mother.  

(Oh! One of my sisters just texted me. 
She found a bundle of letters I’d written 
home in the 1980s. Did I want them? Of 
course!) 

 
Check out Naomi’s website at www.pre-

scriptionforadventure.com  and her Face-
book at Prescription for Adventure. You 
can find and purchase four of Naomi’s 
non-fiction Alaska “Prescription for Ad-
venture” books on Amazon, in both pa-
perback and e-book formats. Her other 
two books can be purchased directly from 
her.  

Naomi Gaede-Penner as a senior student at 
the Corn Bible Academy.

The box of Naomi’s letters from Corn Bible Academy.

Hours: Mon.-Friday: 9am-5pm, Thurs Until 5:30 • Saturday 9am-4pm

117 FS Drive Suite C • Viroqua, WI 54665• 608-637-7002

www.quiltbasketncreations.com

Like Us On 
Facebook!

We’re Also On Instagram!

 Fabric, Flannels, Notions,  
Patterns, Kits, Wool Felt, DMC Floss  

& Longarm Quilting Service
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A Retreat Suprise - And Rescue
By Deb Heatherly  
 
In the most basic sense of the word, a 

retreat is a time in which one steps away 
from the cares of everyday life to reen-
ergize and reflect. This is the time of year 
when quilters across the country are look-
ing forward to doing just that. Most attend 
with friends and travel to various loca-
tions across the county to spend a few 
days laughing and stitching. I’ve often 
heard it said, “It’s just good for the soul.” 

 I’ve hosted quilt retreats every spring 
and fall for the past 15 years. I’ve made 
some amazing lifelong friends and the 
ladies who attend have done the same. 
Everyone keeps in touch throughout the 
year and it feels like a family reunion 
when we gather for the next event. Each 
retreat has its own special moments, but 
one definitely stands out above the rest. 

This particular retreat was actually two 
back-to-back events, from Monday 
through Thursday on consecutive weeks. 
I did not go home between events, so I 
was on-site for almost two weeks. It was 
a crisp fall day and as we were finishing 
our lunch on day two of the first week, 
someone said, “There are three kittens 
outside!” Cat lover that I am, I had to see 
for myself. And, I just happened to take 
some chicken from the leftovers on my 
plate.  

Sure enough, there they were. Three 
beautiful little faces peering down from 
the overhang of a door on a nearby build-
ing. They were very leery of this crazy 
woman who was telling them how beau-
tiful they were, while she tried to entice 
them down for food. They did not budge. 
Breaking the chicken into small bits, I 
tossed the pieces up where they felt safe 
and my little friends hungrily gobbled it 
down. 

This was the beginning, every day after 
lunch and dinner, I took them bits of wha-
tever had been on my plate. Before long 
they came down from the roof and would 
eat about 8 feet away from me. There 
were two fluffy calicoes and one short-
haired gray. Since the calicoes were sure 
to be girls, I assumed the gray one was a 
boy. When I asked about these precious 
babies, I was told that the mother had 

been caught, spayed and adopted, but no 
one could catch the kittens. They hoped 
that they could eventually be caught and 
find homes too. Challenge accepted! 

This particular retreat had a 1950s 
theme and I had actually hired an Elvis 
impersonator to serenade and surprise the 
ladies at dinner the first evening. With 
that in mind I named the gray kitten Elvis 
and referred to the trio as “Elvis and his 
girls.” 

Each day when I took them food, they 
got closer and closer with Elvis being the 
most daring. On Tuesday of week two, 
Elvis came within a foot of me. It was that 
night that I called my husband and said, 
“I might be bringing home a kitten” and 
told him what I had been doing. 

“How will you get it home if you catch 
it?” he asked. My answer was that I 
would just play it by ear.  

On the final day, with my car packed to 
head home, I knew this was my one and 
only chance. Parking nearby, I went out 
to the spot where I had been feeding them 
and sat down to wait. By now they came 
when I called. 

I had saved a lot of chicken for this at-
tempt and to my surprise Elvis came right 
up to me and started eating out of my 
hand. As I held out the final piece, I 
thought to myself, it now or never. 
Quickly my left hand scruffed the kitten’s 
neck, while my right hand reached under 
its body. I quickly tucked it under my 
right arm while I continued to scruff the 
neck. I really expected growling and his-
sing but to my surprise Elvis just gazed at 
me as if to say, “What do you think you 
are doing?”  

This now posed a dilemma and careful 

thought. If I just put him in the car and 
drove home, how would I catch him and 
get him in the house? I really needed a pet 
carrier to make this a success. Luckily, a 
friend saw me walking around with my 
furry capture and called another friend 
who lived nearby. If I could keep my 
hands on this baby long enough, a carrier 
would soon be there.  

For 20 minutes I walked around with 
this little gray body tucked under my arm 
and whispered in its ear. “Don’t worry lit-
tle one,” I said, “You will have a soft bed 
tonight and will never have to survive on 
handouts again.” This resulted in more 
wiggles from my furry friend but not 
much of a fight.  

Once home, Elvis had his own room for 
several days until a vet appointment could 
be made. After I knew that he was 
healthy, I’d introduce him to my two 
other cats.  

Fast-forward several days to our visit to 
the vet. Judging from his size, I had 
written down 3 months on the form I had 
to complete. I was then informed by the 
vet that Elvis was actually about 8 months 
old — he was just small for his age. That 
makes sense when you’ve been surviving 
on handouts. Surprise number two came 
when the vet said, “Congratulations, it’s 
a girl!” Oops, so Elvis will not work; I 
quickly renamed her Lacey.  

That was almost 13 years ago. Her nick-
name became Lou Lou and she spends 

most days on the cat tree watching the 
birds and squirrels outside the window. 
She is the oldest of our furry kids and she 
is the boss. After dinner, each night she 
has trained me to sit in my recliner and 
hold her while we watch Wheel of For-
tune. This is the only time she wants to be 
held. She has trained my husband to give 
her treats when she sits on the coffee table 
and stares at him. And, each night as we 
turn off the TV, she jumps on the back of 
my recliner so that I can have the honor 
of brushing her.  

Yes, she is a diva. She went from being 
a wild child to being the queen of the 
house and I would not have it any other 
way. Lou Lou was definitely the best sur-
prise I ever brought home from retreat 
and she will always be my special girl.  

 
Deb Heatherly is a designer for Cre-

ative Grids® rulers and the author of 
eight popular pattern books. Creative 
Grids® fans are invited to join her Face-
book group, “Grids Girls,” for tips and 
inspiration, and two free mysteries each 
year. https://www.facebook.com/ 
groups/770429649800457/.  

Shop Owners are invited to join her 
group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt 
Shop Owners Only” https://www.face-
book.com/groups/273593657256524.   

Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsn-
quilts.com.

Deb’s retreat rescue, Lacy,  aka Lou Lou

“River Road Quilt Shop at Nelson Flag” 
Quality Fabrics ~ Patterns ~ Books ~ Notions ~ Gift Certificates

2501 South Avenue, La Crosse WI 54601 • 608-788-2990 
Just South Of Emplify Health (Formerly Gundersen Health) on South Avenue

Regular Shop Hours:  
Tuesday-Friday 9:30am-5:30pm • Saturday 9:30am-3:00pm • Sunday & Monday Closed

A Family Owned La Crosse Tradition  
Known For Flags, Home & Garden Decor and Gift Items  

Is Now Even Better With The Addition Of...
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KISSed Quilts - Take A Ride Into The Countryside
By Marlene Oddie 
 
For over a decade I have been designing 

quilts with Island Batik fabrics. They are 
now a division of Lumin Fabrics and I’m 
honored that they asked if I’d put my 
name to one of the fabric collections de-
signed by Jerry Khiev. I selected this 
beautiful blue and yellow collection — 
Countryside Charm — as my first Signa-
ture Collection. 

Various values of blue and yellow create 
a pleasing pallette that is just happy! The 
motifs are a variety of floral patterns, 
leaves and small petal shapes. 

I’ve designed four primary patterns and 
a couple of them have bonus designs in-
cluded. 

Angled Shadows — You may recognize 
the block that I designed last year as part 
of our All-Pacific Northwest Shop Hop 
event. This version of it doesn’t include 
any sashings and has a consistent back-
ground throughout the quilt. This is easily 
constructed when using AnglePlay® tem-
plates for the half rectangle triangles. Hav-
ing angled shadows is something new to 
our industry! Enjoy the 3D effect. 

Honeycomb — Used my newly de-
signed Half Hexi template, that maxi-
mizes the use of a 10” square and can cut 
a half or whole hexi, the setting elements 
and corners, to make this quilt. The tem-
plate has holes where the ¼” intersections 
are to help facilitate marking your seam 
start and stop points. Bonus: Make a sim-
ple wallhanging with your favorite fabrics. 
This concept could be used with any col-
lection. 

Sintra Entrada — This one may be fa-
miliar, but looks quite different than one 

you might have seen a few years ago. This 
is because I’m using a light medium value 
blue consistently for the vertical rectangle 
instead of a darker value. This may look 
difficult to construct but uses strata tech-
niques to make it simple. This tile pattern 
can be found at the entrance of Sintra Pal-
ace in Portugal. I’ve chosen to color it 
quite differently. 

Hearts-a-Bloom — Using the corner-to-
corner technique you’ll get bonus half 
square triangles. So I used them in a bonus 
design — Windy Pinwheels. You could 
also just make one block set and frame it 
as a wallhanging. 

These fabrics, templates and patterns are 
shipping to your local quilt shop now. If 
you need patterns, templates, fabrics 
and/or kits — please ask! 

 
Marlene Oddie, of Grand Coulee, WA, 

is an engineer by training, a project man-
ager by profession, and a quilter by pas-
sion. At her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts, she 
quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum 

Plus and especially enjoys designing 
quilts and helping create meaningful 
keepsakes. Fabrics, patterns, kits, and 
templates are available at 
kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s ad-
ventures on Facebook and Instagram. 

Angled Shadows

Tomah, WisconsinTomah, Wisconsin
Tomah is the crossroads for West-Central Wisconsin offering  

Recreation & Convenience! Our location is midway between the Twin Cities  
and Milwaukee, where the state’s interstate system, I-90 & I-94 divides.

Where The 
“I” Divides
Where The 
“I” Divides

Cranberry  
Country!

Cranberry  
Country!

Hwy. 21 & I-94 
Exit 143 - Tomah 
Hwy. 21 & I-94 

Exit 143 - Tomah 

Open 7 days 
a week!

Open 7 days 
a week!

608-372-6069608-372-6069

www.humbirdcheese.com 

Humbird Cheese 

Located In Tomah, WI

www.humbirdcheese.com 

• 80 Varieties of Cheese 

• Fresh Cheese Curds 

• 16 Flavors Of Ice Cream 

• Homemade Fudge  

• 20 Flavors of Bratwurst 

• Wisconsin Sausages

• 80 Varieties of Cheese 

• Fresh Cheese Curds 

• 16 Flavors Of Ice Cream 

• Homemade Fudge  

• 20 Flavors of Bratwurst 

• Wisconsin Sausages

608-374-2777
Hours:  Friday 10-4 & Saturday 10-3 

For More Info, Visit On Facebook
Look for the Primitive Pickett Fence & Outhouse In The Yard !

1405 Superior Ave, Tomah, WI 54660

Linens - Lamps - Shades  
Candles & Much More

Country & Primitive  
Home Decor 

Honeycomb

Sintra Entrada

Hearts-A-Bloom

Windy Pinwheels
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Summer & The Specter Of Holiday “Bots”
By Barbara Kalkis 
 
Aah … summer! The glorious days we 

spend frolicking in July. The languid, lazy Au-
gust nights that refresh us like no other time 
of year: picnics, BBQs, family vacations, re-
unions, days at the beach, and camping under 
the stars. It’s in these deliciously long, hot 
days that a crafter’s mind turns to Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Yes, the kids need clothes and shoes for 
school, but let’s keep our priorities straight. 
Summer is the perfect moment to think about 
new designs for quilts, wall hangings, dec-
orations, greeting cards, handmade gifts in 
handmade packaging. Holiday crafts and tasks 
require focus, concentration, preparation, 
planning. There’s even a competitive element: 
spotting trends, comparing notes with friends, 
grabbing the perfect fabric — or paper — and 
patterns in stores, as well as getting everything 
done on time. Compared to this challenge, the 
kids can dress themselves. (Just kidding ... sort 
of.) 

The festive days from October through De-

cember used to be known by their colors: or-
ange, gold and black for Halloween; burnished 
browns, haystack hues, and pumpkin-pie 
colors for Thanksgiving; and red and green, 
silver, white, and gold for Christmas. No 
longer. New colors have invaded traditional 
color palettes. White and green pumpkins dec-
orate front porches; angels herald Christmas 
in bubble-gum pink; and beady-eyed elves 
sport aqua uniforms.  

The bottom line? Days in July and August 
may seem luscious and long, but they’re not.  
June had the longest day and it’s gone. Time’s 
a wastin’ and so’s daylight. It’s enough to 
boost blood pressure readings and require 
mantras and yoga breathing. 

 
Welcome the New World of “Bots”  
But wait! Not to worry! New technology has 

arrived to simplify your life. Crafting will 
soon become easy and carefree, thanks to a 
team of high-technology geniuses.  

A computer software application (“app”) in 
development aims to become your personal 
robot — or “bot” for short. The bot can per-

form many tasks: write, research, analyze, 
synthesize, personalize information, and much 
more. (Sort of like the butler I’ve always 
wanted, but without the British accent.)  

Bots can search and find massive quantities 
of information — called “data” — stored in 
computer databases around the world, analyze 
it, and deliver it on your computer screen.   

You’re a crafter, an artist — what’s in it for 
you? More than you think. Let’s say you want 
a quilt with a rose pattern. Type the words, 
“Show quilts with rose patterns.” The bot will 
scan databases of designs, select ones with 
roses and display them on screen.  You can se-
lect one design or combine designs to create a 
new look. You can change roses to sunflowers 
or daisies, add birds or trees, and elect your 
own color palette or quilt size. You can tell the 
bot to perform changes until your ideas come 
to “life” on your computer screen.   

Technology fans believe bots simplify de-
sign processes, save time and research, offer 
ideas we wouldn’t have had, and even inspire 
creativity. 

 

What Bots Don’t Do 
Bots are a type of technology known as “ar-

tificial intelligence.” It’s important to re-
member that term because bots are not 
intelligent. Their intelligence is man-made, it’s 
artificial. They gather data from various 
sources and spew out what has already been 
thought of and shared in some form with the 
world. We humans just pick and choose what 
we want. Bots cannot discern, so they may 
provide information that is incorrect, incom-
plete, biased, or misleading.  

Creativity is a human talent. True art com-
municates emotion. Thinking and brainstorm-
ing are uniquely human gifts.  Crafting in all 
its forms demonstrates intelligence that cannot 
be machine made.  

Bot or butler? I’ll take the butler. 
 
©2026 Barbara Kalkis. Barbara follows her 

heart writing, teaching, and consulting with 
high-tech clients. She’s author of “Little 
Ditties for Every Day; A Collection of 
Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm.” Contact her 
at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com.

Wisconsin RapidsWisconsin Rapids
Near The Geographical Center Of The State!Near The Geographical Center Of The State! Midwestern charm and atmosphere, access to modern 

infrastructure and technology,  
abundant educational and cultural opportunities, plus 

a mix of retail establishments and restaurants!

Midwestern charm and atmosphere, access to modern 
infrastructure and technology,  

abundant educational and cultural opportunities, plus 
a mix of retail establishments and restaurants!

Carol Prahl, owner 
cthimble@wctc.net  

@officialcottonthimble

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-4 
540 Daly Ave. (Hwys. 13 & 54) 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI •� Ph: 715-424-1122 Please note: We no longer accept Credit or Debit card payments. 
 Please plan on using cash or check for your purchases. Thank you.

Over 8000 Bolt s of 100% Cotton Fabric • 2000 Batiks!

CRAZY DAY SALE 

July 1st  

SIZZLING SAVINGS  

AT the 

COTTON THIMBLE!

MONDAY-SATURDAY:  
AUGUST 3RD-8TH

MONDAY-SATURDAY:  
AUGUST 3RD-8TH

DON’T MISS IT! DON’T MISS IT! 
Call For Details.

33rd Anniversary Celebration 

The Whole Store Will Be Discounted!

Need’le Little Retreat
Our Mission is to offer crafters a clean, comfortable,  

central location to get away from life’s challenges and enjoy  
peace and fellowship while focusing on their passions!

340 Lincoln St. • Wisconsin Rapids, WI • 715-323-4028 
Book Your Retreat At: needlelittleretreat.com • Info: dewildestyle.nlr@gmail.com

Historic home with 5 bedrooms and 4 baths, large updated kitchen,  
individual custom made sewing stations,  

large custom built pressing and cutting stations, and design walls.

Visit Us On Facebook For More Info!Visit Us On Facebook For More Info!

Incredible Selection of 
Rubber Stamps & 

Scrapbook Supplies

Lighthouse 
Books & Gifts
Lighthouse 

Books & Gifts
Monday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4 

715-423-7773 

Thousands of Stamps, 12”x12” Papers, Stickers,  
Embellishments and Much More! 

Great Sale Items and Specials Each Month! New Items Arriving Daily!
4330 8th St. S. • Wisconsin Rapids WI • www.lighthousebooksandgifts.com

Find us on Facebook for Info, 
Event Details and More! 

Country FrecklesCountry Freckles
1010 8th St. S. Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

(Next to Burger King) 

Phone: 715-424-5756 

Wed-Fri 10am - 4pm 
Sat 10am - 3pm

Home Decor • Primitive Lighting 
Homemade Dids • Reproduction Furniture 

Candles • Linens • Town & Country Furniture 
Find some of our items at: 

“Antique Up” in Stevens Point and “Safe Ship” in Tomah

We Are The Place For: 

Join Us Every Wednesday 10am-3pm 
For Open Rug Hooking! 

• Wool 
• Rug Hooking 
• Wool Applique
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Building Harmony - Look Out For Your Neighbors
 
By Jeff Cappis 
 
It’s good to check on your neighbors 

once in a while and that’s what we all do. 
One day I decided to visit our neigh-

bors two acreages down. Their names are 
Roscoe and Mary-Louis Cornwall. A 
while back they had problems that in-
volved a lightning strike, a burning tree, 
a henhouse, flaming chickens, a house 
fire and a dog who to this day still farts 
smoke. There always seems to be a dark 
swirling cloud over their house, but they 
take their challenges in stride. (See epi-
sode #79). 

On this day I stopped by to find them 
both sitting on the step in front of their 
house.  

“How are you guys doing?” I asked as 
I stepped out of my truck and swung the 
door closed. Something seemed amiss. 

“Roscoe locked us out of the house,” 
Mary-Louis said. “The bone head locked 
the door behind us now we can’t get 
back in.” 

Roscoe gave her a dirty look. “If’n ya 
don’t lock the doors behind ya, robbers 
can git in.” They shared a look for a mo-

ment, then they both looked away. 
Offering some constructive advice I 

asked, “Did you check the back door to 
see if it’s unlocked?” 

“We got a back door?” Roscoe de-
manded. Mary-Louis and I both nodded. 
Roscoe grumbled, “New-fangled houses. 
Who ever heard of a back door.” He got 
up and disappeared around the house- 
muttering to himself. 

“We’ve been sittin’ here for two days. 
I can’t believe he locked the door.” We 
quietly watched the clouds go by for a 
spell. The dog farted a smoke ring. Even-
tually Roscoe came back and sat down 

next to Mary-Louis. 
“I take it the back door was locked,” I 

asked. 
“No, it was open. Who can keep track 

of all these doors!” 
“So, you went in?” 
“What fer? No, I locked the door. 

Don’t want robbers to get in.” Then he 
looked at me sideways. “What if they 
figure out this house has a back door like 
I did.” 

“Now no one can get in,” I replied.  
Roscoe gave me a dirty look. “That’s 

what locks are fer! God, how dense can 
you get?”  

I decided maybe giving out advice 
right now was a bad idea. But I had to 
ask ... 

“So, you don’t have a spare key hidden 
somewhere?” 

“Yup,” Said Mary-Louis. “We keep it 
under a rock by the door.” Now, I should 
have kept my mouth shut, but I had to 
know. 

“So why don’t you use that key to get 
in??” 

“Roscoe wants to use the key pad, but 
he can’t remember the code.”  

Roscoe chimed in ... 

“I know the code!” he said in a con-
trolled rage. Then he yelled, “It’s your 
birthday! 61-02-01!” 

Mary-Louis yelled back, “That’s your 
birthday! Mine is 62-03-03!”  

They both calmed down and looked at 
each other for a moment. Then Roscoe 
got up and unlocked the front door. 

“Thank God,” said Mary-Louis. “Now 
I can close all the windows in the house. 
They’re all wide open and it looks like 
rain.” She got up, slid open the balcony 
door. “I need to go find a bathroom.” 
Then she went inside. 

Mary-Louis was right. It started to rain. 
So, there I was, sitting on their front step 
thinking about this whole stupid situ-
ation and in the end, I just had to laugh. 

It’s a good practice to look out for your 
neighbors. If there’s something I learned 
from this situation, it’s that you can help 
the people around you even if they don’t 
appreciate it and that’s good. After this 
interruption Roscoe and Mary-Louis got 
to go on with their lives. 

At that point I would have gone home, 
but I’d locked my keys in the truck.  

  
©2026 Jeff Cappis, jcappis@telus.net.
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2-Minute Lift - Building Our  
Future & The River Bank Exchange

By Kathy Sotak 
 
For years, I’ve gone to the river 

bank to put love in the water.  Five 
years ago, a woman would go to the 
river bank to get love. 

Years later I met a new friend. She 
shared her healing journey, which 
included how she would go to the 
river — my same spot — to get 
love. 

She’s been cancer-free for five 
years. 

For years, I’ve watched a petite, 
gray-haired woman working at our 
organic food store. I never talked to 
her, but was touched by her smile 
and grace. Years later in her retire-
ment, I met her at a Reiki exchange 
class. I learned that she sent Reiki 
energy — a loving, healing energy 
— to everyone who walked into the 
store. 

I was the recipient of her love, 
along with thousands of others. She 

was doing her work with a capital 
W. 

Perhaps why they call it a river 
bank. Only instead of exchanging 
money, we are exchanging energy.  

Throughout life we are always in 
an exchange, both giving and re-
ceiving. What kind of energy are we 
giving out today? On those days we 
need to receive; don’t worry, help is 
nearby. 

The help may be invisible, but 
close your eyes and feel the deposit. 

 
Thank you for your support. Let 

me know what lift this provided to 
your day by commenting at 
https://2minutelift.com/match/. 

Don't miss a story and subscribe 
at https://2minutelift.com/news-
letter/. 

Need another lift? Check out 60+ 
other stories at https://2minutelift. 
com/. 

Now Is The Time To Advertise

Fall Festivals  
Craft Bazaars  
Quilt Shows  
Community Events

Phone 715.838.9426 
Email scott@countryregisterofwisconsin.com

Inexpensive 
Yet Very 
Effective!

The Country Register Of Wisconsin 
focuses on all kinds of seasonal 
events, arts and craft shows, and craf-
ters of all kinds in addition to  
giving a voice to specialty shops all 
over the state. Use the Country  
Register to find crafters to participate 
in your shows, and to draw traffic 
(customers!) to your event or your 
shop. Contact us to see how  
little it costs to have us help you  
create a fabulous event or bring  
visitors to your unique event or shop!

Your Upcoming Event, Show Or Sale

Please check our website or call to verify open hours 
because we also exhibit at many quilt shows. 

Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 10-5 & Sat: 9-3 

105891 Mann Road • Marshfield, WI 54449 
Phone: 715.384.8004

          Entire Collection Of Robert Kaufman  

          Kona Solids: 365 Colors Plus Color Of The Year (COTY)  
Machine Embroidery Supplies: OESD, Kimberbell & Purely Gates 
Threads: Aurifil, Glide, Isacord, King Tut & Sulky • Quilting Notions

Gift Certificates Available Year ’Round!

Longarm Quilting & Embroidery Service Available!

Sewing Machine Repair Service 
Drop It Off Any Time & We’ll Have Our Repairman Fix It!

2 Miles North of Fleet Farm 
On Hwy. 13, Then 1.25 Miles  

West On Mann Rd.

Like Us On  
Facebook!

Zippy T-Shirts Now Available!Zippy T-Shirts Now Available!

Shop Our Online Store:  
www.quilt kits and beyond.com

Join Our Facebook Group 
M50 Mystery:  
Quilt Kits  
& Beyond

Come See Us At The 
Great Wisconsin  

Quilt Show 
Madison, Wisconsin 

September 10-12
We’ll Have A Bus To Madison 
On Thursday, September 10. 
Call To Reserve Your Seat!



Wisconsin’s Specialty Shopping GuideWisconsin’s Specialty Shopping Guide
Advertiser Listing 

 
Copies of The Country Register are available at each of the businesses below and at various community visitor centers. 

Check out the Schedule of Events on Page 3 to find out when the shops are having their Sales & Special Events!

APPLETON   
Ana’s Sewing Center ..............................Pg. 14 
BOSCOBEL 
The Paisley Star ......................................Pg. 21 
BRULE 
Oulu Glass ................................................Pg. 4 
CLINTON 
Twin Turtle Quilts ....................................Pg. 18 
COLUMBUS 
Ana’s Sewing Center ..............................Pg. 17 
CUSHING 
Quirky Quilt Shop ......................................Pg. 4 
EAU CLAIRE 
John’s Sewing Center ................................Pg. 6 
GRATIOT 
Pins & Pieces Quilt Shop ........................Pg. 20 
GREEN BAY 
Ana’s Sewing Center ..............................Pg. 12 
HAYWARD 
Hayward Piecemakers Quilt Show ............Pg. 4 
Nordic Northwoods ....................................Pg. 4 
River’s Edge Antiques & Quilt Loft ............Pg. 4 
HOUGHTON, MI 
Portage Quilt House ................................Pg. 11 
LA CROSSE 
Quilt Fest on the Mississippi ....................Pg. 23 
River Road Quilt Shop ............................Pg. 23 
LITTLE CHUTE 
Rachel Ann Quilts ....................................Pg. 14 
MARSHFIELD 
Quilt Kits & Beyond ..................................Pg. 27 
MAUSTON 
The Quilted Willow ..................................Pg. 22 
MENOMONIE 
Fiber Lab....................................................Pg. 6 
Quilters Business Academy ......................Pg. 6 
MILTON 
Loose Threads ........................................Pg. 18 
The Old Junction Mill ..............................Pg. 18 
MONTELLO 
Teapot Quilt Cottage & Garden Center ....Pg. 17 
NEENAH 
Cedar Ridge Crafts ..................................Pg. 15 
 

NEW GLARUS 
The Duke’s Stash ....................................Pg. 19 
NEW RICHMOND 
A Little Piece of Mind Quilt Shop ..............Pg. 4 
ONALASKA 
Olive Juice  Quilts ..................................Pg. 23 
OSHKOSH 
It’s Sew Rite ............................................Pg. 15 
Lakeside Quilters Fly-In Quilt Show ........Pg. 15 
OSSEO 
The Quilting Nook & More..........................Pg. 6 
PLATTEVILLE 
Hidden Quilts ..........................................Pg. 20 
PORT WING 
Quilting Up North ......................................Pg. 4 
POSTVILLE, IA 
Forest Mills Quilt Shop ............................Pg. 21 
PRAIRIE du CHIEN 
Front Porch Quilts ....................................Pg. 21 
The Pickett Fence ....................................Pg. 21 
RICE LAKE 
Busy Bobbin ..............................................Pg. 7 
SEYMOUR 
Discount Embroidery Blanks, LLC ..........Pg. 10 
SHAWANO 
Bolt and Skein..........................................Pg. 10 
SIREN 
Something Quilty........................................Pg. 4 
STANLEY 
Pine Hollow Quilting & Variety Store..........Pg. 8 
The Woolen Shop ......................................Pg. 8 
STEVENS POINT 
Herrschners ............................................Pg. 26 
STURGEON BAY 
Barn Door Quilts ......................................Pg. 13 
THORP 
A Time to Retreat ......................................Pg. 8 
Bolts of Fun Quilt Shop ..............................Pg. 8 
TOMAH  
Humbird Cheese ......................................Pg. 24 
The Market Place ....................................Pg. 24 
VIROQUA 
Quilt Basket Creations ............................Pg. 22 
 

WATERFORD 
Creative Spaces Studio ..........................Pg. 16 
WAUSAU 
Ana’s Sewing Studio ..................................Pg. 9 
Sew Smart ................................................Pg. 9 
The Needle and Quilting Workshop ..........Pg. 9 
WISCONSIN RAPIDS 
Country Freckles......................................Pg. 25 
Lighthouse Books & Gifts ........................Pg. 25 
Need’le Little Retreat ..............................Pg. 25 
The Cotton Thimble ................................Pg. 25 
WITHEE 
Brubaker Sewing & Furniture ....................Pg. 8 
 
WISCONSIN 
Wisconsin State Shop Hop ........................Pg. 5 
Yellowstone Art Trail ..................................Pg. 6 
 
ONLINE 
A Primitive Place Magazine ......................Pg. 7 
 
 

countryregisterofwisconsin.comcountryregisterofwisconsin.com
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